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WHAT'S HAPPENING TO THE
U.S. STANDARD OF LIVING­
AND WHY?

The handwriting is on the wall.
but unbelievable prosperity and
world peace is closer than you
thinkl To be torewarned is to be
forearmed - and this will affect
every one of us!

I
T's time we take notice. The trend

is now unmistakable. You need
to understand what it means!
Suddenly the United Stat es no

longer enjoys the highest per capita
income of any nation . Sweden has
now risen above us.

The United Sta tes' world's high­
est living standa rd has started on the
way down. You need to understand
WHAT is now actually happening,
WHY it is happening, and WHE RE it's
goi ng to take YOU and your family,
your relat ives, and your neighbors!

T he buying power of the average
American family dropped nearl y
three percent last year. And that
was the second yea r in a row! Ac­
tually, the typica l family's REAL in­
come las t yea r was even less than it
was six yea rs before - and that in
spite of the fact that more wives a re
work ing now. Forty-three percent ­
or twenty million wives - a re now
wor king. More than that, some five
pe rcent of laborers are now hold ing
down two jobs. Still, total FAMtLY
INCOM ES are on the decrease.

Wh at CAUSED American prospe r­
ity to rise so high above a ll other
nat ions in the first place? And wha t
has CAUSED th is trend to declin e?

I was involved in a person al expe­
rience tha t explains in part the ris­
ing of the average American
income . In ea rly January 1914, I
was travelin g eas tward in upsta te
New York from Buffalo, as ed ito rial
representat ive of Ame rica's largest
trade journa l. At Utica I received a
telegram fro m the magazine's home
ollice to go immedia tely to Detroit
to interview Henry Ford. A news
bombshe ll had broken the same
day. T he Ford Motor Co mpany had
sta rtled the nation - and the world
- with the sensa tiona l announce­
men t of a new $5.00 per da y wage
scale. Th e union scale for automo-
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bile workers was then $3.75 per ten­
hour day. Ford had a nnou nced a
$5.00 per day wage for a nin e-hour
day.

T he ma gazi ne ed itors wanted an
on-the-spot story by their own ed i­
torial representat ive. I did see
Hen ry Ford, but the real story ca me
fro m John R. Lee, head of Ford's
Sociologica l Dep artment. He had
origi na ted the plan.

I have pu blished the account of
this incide nt befor e, bo t it is impor­
tant that I repea t it here. because it
exp lains a major factor in Ame rica's
rise to the highest living standa rd in
a ll huma n history.

" You are now paying the highest
wage ra te in the automobile indus­
try, righ t?" began .

" WRONG!" came back Mr. Lee,
with em phasis. "We are now paying
the lowest wage rate."

" But is not the union scale at
other plants $3.75 per to -hoor day,
and a re you not now paying $5.00
per 9-hour day'!"

"Oh yes, but we figure what we
pay in terms of wha t we GET, and
we GET twice as much work accom­
plished per 9-hour day as ot her fac­
tories get per 10-hour day. In other
words, other factories pay $7.50 to
GET the same amo unt of production
we get for $5.00."

This left me a little bewilder ed .

" You see ," Mr. Lee exp lained,
"we have now gone on the assem ­
bly-line syste m of mass production .
This automa tically sets the pace for
each man 's work. Th e machinery
n o w do c s mu ch o f t h e work
formerly done by hand . We have a
mass market which makes possible
MASS MACHI NE PR O DUCTION. T hat's
the reason we can sell the Model T
Fo rd a t such a low price. That MASS
PRODUCTION by the assemb ly-line
method lowers production cost. No
other au tomobi le company has a
market large eno ugh to go on this
met hod of prod uct ion ."

But it was only a matter of a litt le
tim e onti l a ll U.S. automo bile
makers were on machine mass pro­
d uctio n. Am erican population was
growing. Mass machine production
greatly lowered labor costs in pro­
duction . No other country at the
time had a market large enough to
warrant mass-machin e production .

Perhap s this might have mad e
America's capita lists far richer, but
lab or unionism was growing by
leaps an d bounds a t that time . Th ey
went after and got their sha re of the
benefits from this lower-cost ma­
chine production.

Result : In a few yea rs America's
laboring class prodoced a new and
vast MlIJDLE-c1ass pop ulation .

(Continued on page 2l)



N
ot since the 1930s has the West­
ern world faced so formidable
a threa t to its surviva l!

Asked to summarize the present
global situation, U.S. Secre tary of
State Hen ry Kissinger recently said :
"We have enormous poten tial for
ch aos with the growth of the emerg­
ing nation s, who a re full of resent ­
ments . . . the proliferation o f
nuclear weapon s. the expansion of
Soviet military strength - a ll of th is
has grea t danger."

Most of the advanced na tions of
the free world - many of whic h are
c ri t ica l of America as su p reme
leader of the West - a re suffering
from faltering and divided lead­
ership, lack of purpose, and lack of
will to act unitedly aga inst onr ush ing
crises.

Few sta tesmen or politica l ana­
lysts have as succinctly summarized
the West's grave wea kness, if not
po te n tia lly fa ta l d isease. as has
James R. Schlesinger, former U.S.
Secreta ry of Defe nse . In a recent
art icle in Fortune. a leading business
mont hly, he sa id: " T he gravest
probl em for the Western world is
without qu estion the loss of vision,
of moral stamina, of national pur­
pose.':

Warns Schlesinge r fur ther: "T he
West is clearly in disarray, and
within a few yea rs could actua lly be
a t bay."

T he Soviet Challenge

T he West's most dan gerous chal­
len ge, a t present, comes from the
Soviet Union's burgeo ning base of
power and influence . Despi te a host
of interna l weaknesses, the Soviets,
with surprising skill and success,
have taken advan tag e of the West's
own weaknesses and j umped int o
power vacuums in widespread a reas
of the globe.

In recent months and years , the
Soviets have ha d their sha re of for­
eig n misad ventures and setbacks.
Still , th rough unflaggin g pro bin g,
th ey have ga rnered stra tegic success
a ll a round Africa, the Mideast, and
Southeast Asia . T he Western na­
tions, meanwhile, ha ve steadily lost
influence.

Indeed , it seems that containment
of communism, once fiercely be­
lieved in and fought for by Ameri­
cans in the post- World War II era
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" THE GRAVEST PROBL EM for the
Western world is with ou t que stion
the loss of vision. of moral stamina.
of nat ional purpose."
- Former U.S. Secretary of Defense

Jame s R. Schlesinger

THE
WEST'S

GRAVEST
CRISIS

Survival of the free world is seri­
ously endangered by a plague of
divided and faltering leadership
in America and other Western

countries.

by Donald D. Sch roeder

up to Vietn am . is now a seriously '
eroded Am erican policy.

Stung by recent Soviet advances,
U.S. leaders "shoot" words of warn­
ing that no more communist non­
sense - such as the flagrant Soviet­
Cuban ep isode in Angola - will be
permitted . But the ir wa rnings see m
more and more hollow. T hey a re
not backed up by a meaningful
American milita ry com mi tme nt or
other deterring action or even neces-

sa rily support from the American
public as a whole.

Instead , the world wa tches con­
gressio na l and State Department
feud s a nd rival ry turn American
fo re ign poli cy in to a v i rt ua l
shambles.

In the United Nations, th e U.S.
finds itse lf almost a lone on many
touchy issues. In order not to an­
tagoni ze the Th ird World bloc, in
particula r the oil powe rs. America's
a ll ies avoid taking coo rdi na ted
trans-Atlantic sta nces and often ab­
sta in from voting on hot issues.

The Grim Reality

However tired her citizens may be
of externa l world d ifficult ies - espe­
cia lly in the light of the bitte r Viet­
nam experience - America ca nnot
shrink from her historic preeminent
position in the world without sett ing
off sta rtling cha nges in the globa l
politi cal order.

Th e fact is Am erica is still the
only counterwe ight to Soviet power.

Washington mu st now deal with
what could be very serious side ef­
fects of its decision not to counter
the shrewd Soviet intrusion in An ­
gola 's civil war.

Fo r the first time . the U.S. failed
to respond to a Soviet military move
outside the Soviet orbit. It was a lso
the first time Congress had halted
action to counter a Soviet thrust in
the middl e o f a crisis. " If the pattern
is not bro ken now." said a frustrated
Henry K issin ge r, " we wi ll face
ha rd er choices and highe r costs in
the fu ture."

But the America n mood is clearly
non int erventioni st.

Foll owing hard on the heels of
th e Angola n d ebacle, bo th th e
U n ite d St a tes a n d Br it a in a n­
nou nced to white-contro lled and
West -al ign ed Rh odesian leaders
they had better sta rt negot iat ing
" rea listica lly" with black nation­
a lists. The Rh odesian minority gov­
ern ment was told that they could
expect no major inte rve ntion on
their behalf by the West if full-sca le
fighting broke out.

It was a message for South Africa
too. Both nations may well be aban­
doned to a dark and bloody fate .

NATO Woes

Throughou t Western Europe, top
military comma nders are disturbed
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RACI WAR IN SOUTHIRN AfRICA?
by the unab ated military build up of
conventional and nuclear forces by
the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact nations.

Added to NATO' s woes is the
high state of ten sion over Cyprus
between Turkey and Greece along
Europe's soft und erbelly. And as
usual, America is blamed for the
unresolved Cyprus issue. As a result.
man y vita l land and sea bases in
these two feuding co untries are now
closed to America n forces.

Another chink in the NATO ar­
mor is the rift between Iceland and
NATO ally Britain ove r fishing
right s in Icelandic-claimed wat ers.
The two NATO "allies'" have now
brok en olf dip lomat ic relations.

Th e "co d war" jeopa rdizes the
America-manned NATO base at
Ketl avik and otber NATO stations
in Iceland . which a re vital for moni­
toring Sov iet naval and air force
movements in the No rth Atlantic.

Elsewhere in Western Europe,
communis t parties are threatening
to tak e importa nt. if not do minat­
ing, position s of lead ership in Italy
and Fra nce. Eve n thou gh they
strongly profes s ind ependence from
Moscow's dict ate s. they still do not
evoke emotions of trust.

Britain . with its com munis t­
infiltra ted labor- u nion leadersh ip,
fright fully unsta ble economy. an d
fickle govern ment. bas proven to be
a major irritant to her continental
Common Market partners.

Meanwh ile, U.S. con gressional
leaders seem not a t a ll cha grined at
hamper ing vita l U.S. int elligence
opera tions through det ailed public
revelat ions of abuses or th rough
leaks of inte lligen ce activities them­
selves .

Allied Fears: Is U,S.
Trustworthy?

It is no wonder that more and
more influentia l Europea ns are
vocalizing fears a bou t th e sta bility
of their pos t-World War II alliance
with the United State s.

"A me rica's int ern al problems
have robbed Washington of its ca­
pacity to lead," voiced on e former
Brit ish For eign Ollice ollicial.

Winston S. Ch urchi ll. grandson of
Brita in's fa mo us Wo rld War II
leader. lam ented in a recent speech
"the gro tesque orgy of self-denigra-

(Continued on page 4)
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Encouraged by the ir victory in
An gola. Sovie t- and Cuban-sup­
ported Africa n nat ion alist guerrillas
may seek to "complete the job" by
launching an offensive aimed at
overthrowing the last remaining
white minority governm ents in
southern Africa.

With the former Portuguese colo­
nies of Ang ola and Mozambique
now independent a nd ru led by
Marxist black nationalists. Rhod esia
a n d S outh Afric a h a ve b e en
st ripped of geogra phica l bulfers and
now face radical bla ck nationalism
head-on across their borders.

First Target - Rhodesia

The immediate thre a t is to Rho­
desia (Zimbabwe to African nat ion­
a lists) - a na tion of 270.000 whites
ruling over 6 million blacks.

As we go to press, Mozambique
has closed its border with Rhodesia
and has declared a "state of war,"
seizing all Rhodesian property and
assets within Mozambique. Th ough
seen primar ily as a saber-ra ttling
gesture. the ac tion by Mozam bique
bod es ill for the possibil ity of a
peaceful. negotiated resolution of
dilferences.

Rhodesia'S Prime Mini ster Ian
Smitb bas been engaged for some
months in negotiations with Joshu a
Nkorno, head of the moderate Rho­
desian-based faction of the African
Nationa l Council, attem pting to
work out some sort of power-shar­
ing formula . Little progress, how­
eve r, has been made, and the
negotiation s have recently been
termed "near collapse ."

If a peaceful transition to black
majority rule cannot be achieved in
Rhodesia, full-scale war is seen as
inevita ble. especially now that black
nationalist guerr illas feel they can
depend on Moscow for help . G an gs
of Soviet-armed insurgents are al­
read y at work in the eastern high ­
lands of Rhodesia , opera ting out of
camps in Mozambique.

It is be lieved by most observers
tha t the Rh odesian govern men t
forces. even though well trained an d

a deq ua te ly equipped, cou ld not
with stand a major guerrilla cam­
paig n for long on their own.

Yet desp ite the threat of eventual
Soviet domination of the area. Brit­
isb a nd U.S. ollicia ls have made it
clear that there will be no American
or British military intervention to
defend the minority Rhode sian re­
gime if fighting breaks out. Bot b
governments have instead been urg­
ing "realistic" negot iations to fore­
stall the th reat of violence.

Second Target - South Africa

War in Soutb Africa itself is seen
as very unlikely. Tbe black Afr ican
confronta tio n with that na tio n
would pro bably come in the South
Africa n-ruled terri tory of Namibia.
or Sou th- West Africa.

South Africa acquired Na mibia ­
a former Germa n colony - after
World War I under a League of
Nations mandate. T he United Na­
tion s has subsequently called for an
end to Sou th African rule over the
territory, declaring the continuing
South African presence " illega l."

Th e milita nt South -West African
Peoples Organ ization (SWAPO) - a
nat ionalist gro up recognized by th e
U.N. as " the sole legitimate repre­
senta tive of the Namibian people"
- is reportedly ready to "invite ex­
ternal intervention" to drive the
South African s out.

The once-heralde d deten te policy
of South African Prime Mini ster
John Vorster - designed to gain a
measure ofacceptance for South Af­
rica in black African circles - now
appea rs to be on the rocks in the
wake of South Afr ica's intervention
in An gol a . With the vict ory of
Marxist forces in An gola and the
demonstrat ed Soviet suppo rt for Af­
rican "liberation:' Vorster's detente
has lost much of its appea l to black
Africans.

Surrounded by bla ck African s in
ove rwhelming num bers. the white
pop ulaces of Rhode sia and South
Africa may be in for a long and
blood y strugg le to retain their righ t
in the African sun. 0
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tion, of party political mud-sling­
ing." going on in Washington while
the interests of the Western all iance
go by default .

In late Ja nuary, Belgian Defense
Minister Paul Va nden Boeyn a nts
open ly ca lled for a truly unified Eu­
ropean defense system. Such was
imperative, he sa id. because the
continent cou ld no longer put a ll its
tru st in the United States. "What
wou ld become of us if the U.S. nu­
clear umbrella were to di sappear to­
morrow?" he asked . "The farmer in
Nevada does not ca re a bo ut far­
away Europe."

Korea's Fate, Japan's Fut ure
In tertwined

Korea is an other hot spo t where
American purpose and willpower
will undoubtedly be tested . North
Korea 's President Kim II Sung has
never flagged in his determination
to ge t the Ame rica ns out of South
Korea a nd unify the pen insula un­
der the comm unist ba nner. His fif­
teen mi llion people have been
indoctrinated with fierce Korean na ­
tionali sm and hatred of the U.S .

General George S. Brown . chair­
man of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of
Staff. calls Korea "the most obvious
location in th is region for an out­
break of hos tilities."

How wou ld America react under
such a situation? Wo uld it sit idly by
and igno re a sole mn commitment
mad e to a n ally?

Unl ike the rel atio nsh ip with

4

South Vietnam, the U.S . ha s a de­
fense treaty with South Korea. rat i­
fied by Congress. " If we abandon
this treaty: ' warns Dr. Kissinger. " i t
wou ld have dras tic consequences in
Ja pan an d a ll over As ia."

O ne of the major rea sons the U.S.
rem a ins in Kor ea is the important
role it plays in the defense of Jap a n,
America's ch ief Asian a lly. Should

"The U.S. can 't use its muscles;
it can 't use its po wer. It has just
become a crippled giant. "

- Shah of Iran

the United States ever back ou t of
So uth Korea , the Japanese govern ­
ment wou ld certain ly take it as a
sign America is no longer willing to
defend Ja pan.

" If the North Kor eans take over
a ll Korea," sa id one Jap an ese ed i­
tor , " it will be a who le new ba ll
game in Japan."

A drama tic but very possib le sce­
nari o under such a retreat could
very well be a revitalized Japanese
military power rearmed with nu­
clear weapons - a frighten ing con ­
dit ion the U.S. has long striven to
avoid .

Why Growing Western T roubles?

In the face of fu rther weakening
of Western, and particularly Ameri­
ca n, resolve a nd unity, di ploma tic
options av.iila ble to free -world na-

lion s a re steadily narrowing. Soo n,
only the roa ds of ne utrality, ap­
peasement. or ret rea t may be left .

Why have America, Britain , and
other Western-type democr acie s lost
their national values. purpose, and
influence?

Wh y the growing internal and ex­
ternal travail for the Eng lish-speak­
ing advanced nat ion s tha t have
enjoyed the greatest freedoms an d
prosperity in the history of the
wo rld?

Wh y is the Soviet Un ion , desp ite
grea t interna l weak nesses. scoring
one success after another on the
wor ld stage?

These conditions and the reasons
for them were prophesied in the
Bible!

The Un ited States, Britain. and
many other Eng lish-speaking and
Western democracies are mentioned
in the Bible . Ahead for many of
these nations, accord ing to man y
prophecies. are times of incr easi ng
and unparalleled trou bles.

The Bib le call s the period just
ahead of us "a time of trouble, such
as never was since there was a na­
tio n" (Daniel 12 : I). Jeremiah also
prophesied this same crisis: "Alas!
for that day is great, so that none is
like it: it is even the time of Jacob 's
trouble; but he sha ll be saved out of
it" (Jer. 30 :7).

But who is Jacob?
The understanding of the identity

a nd future of Ja cob is the most im­
portant key to understanding Bible
prophecy and th e me a n in g o f
tod ay's world events. It tells why
America, Britain, and other English­
speaking na tions are heading into
moun ting interna l and ex te rnal
problems .

Bible prophecy a lso reveals how
Western Europe - in self-defense ­
is going to eventua lly react to Amer­
ica's and Britain's slum ping role in
such a way as to sta rtle the world . It
reveals how developing nations are
going to react to America's troubles.
And it even deta ils the fate of the
Soviet monolith!

Nothing is more important in
your life than to understand the
meaning of today's wor ld events.
Wri te today for our free booklet,
The United States and British Com­
monwealth in Prophecy . It will open
your eyes ! 0
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Last spring, two Pla in Truth edi­
tors visited the nations of East­
ern Europe on a tour sponsored
by the Nationa l Press Club of
Washington, D.C. Here, in words
and pictures, is part one of their
story.

•
iding on the bus from the
a irport into the heart of
Prague, I was puzzled . I

had made th is same jaunt once be­
fore. two years previously . but some­
thin g was strangely different th is
tim e. T he city was almost deserted.
Where had all the good Praguers gone?

Shops everyw here were closed ;
pedestrians were almost nowh ere to
be seen; the red-and-cream -colored
trams were few in number and
nearly devoid of thei r customa rily
crammed human car goes. Onl y an
occa sion al Skoda or Tatra automo­
bile sped past our coa ch-load of
travel -weary Americans to break up
the expanse of empty pa vement.

It was Friday. a busine ss day,
wasn't it? Normally that would be
true, Vera, our ample Czech guide
reminded us, but it was a lso May 2,
midpoin t of the th ree-day "M ay
Day" Co mmunist holid ay. Prague
would not revert to its normal pace
unt il the following Sunday, she told
ti S , when it would again be business
as usual (nol normally true of othe r
Sundays).

Explana tion accept ed (not alwa ys
the case from East bloc guides, espe­
cia lly those in the Soviet Union), I
nevertheless kept wondering to my­
self: Where were the burghers of
" my s t ica l, ma gi cal, mille nni a l

(Continued on page 8)
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a lale of

Prague .
1. Spanning the Vltava (Moldau) River in Prague is the 14th-century Charles Bridge. In the background looms the
immense compound of Hradcany, or Prague Castle. 2. Czech air force planes fly overhead during May Day 1975
exercises. 3. Young lad amuses his elders on a holiday outing. 4. Perched on a pedestal is the tank that led Soviet
columns into the city in May 1945. 5. Banners on buildings proclaim 30th anniversary of the lifting of the Nazi yoke .
6. Tightly compacted headstones in the Jewish cemetery where almost 200,000 Prague Jews were buried from
1439 to 1787. Prohibited from acquiring eaoitionet land, ghetto leaders were forced to bury their dead layer upon
layer, moving earlier headstones to each new surface.
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Budapest-
1. Hungary 's elegant. multi-spired. 19th-century Parliament building lines the Pest side of the Danube. 2. Peasant
woman displays handcrafted items for sale. 3. Striking World War" Liberation Monument located atop Gellert Hill
on the Buda side. Budapest suffered severe damage during the war. As much as 90% of the city 's industrial plant
was partly or totally destroyed. and 85% of all dwellings were ruined or seriously damaged. 4. Young maiden
enjoys the afternoon springtime sun in a Buda park. Hungary 's population has remained stagnant for years. Cramped
urban housing conditions limit family size. 5. Tram traverses Lenin Boulevard. a major thoroughfare in Pest. 6.
Spring flowers climb the hillside toward the turrets of 13th-century Buda Castle.



Prague" (as au thor Joseph Wechs­
berg termed this thousand- year-old
city in the heart of Europe) seques­
tering themselves? I couldn' t believe
they were all whiling away three
dreary days in their cramped quar­
ters in the massive, prefabricated
apartment blocs so characteristic of
Communist Prague - which stand
in grotesque contrast to the archi­
tectural treasures still extant from
Got hic and Baroque Prague.

The answer to my qu estion, I sub­
sequently discovered, lay in the
stream of privately owned Czech-,
Soviet-, and East German- built au­
tomobiles which funnel back into
the city at the end of every weekend
and extended holiday. (Nearly one
out of every 6 inha bitants of Prague
owns an automob ile.) The citizen s
of Prague find welcome relief from
the grim, gray (and , at times, in­
tensely smoggy) atmosphere of the
capital in the beautiful surrounding
countryside, dotted with lake and
river resorts and thousands upon
th ousa n ds of simp le, p rivat el y
owned weekend cottages.

Th e countryside dachas serve
three good purposes. First, they pro­
vide a substitute for foreign travel ­
especia lly travel out of the East
bloc. Czechoslovakia, along with
Romania and East Germa ny, are
very restrictive of this privilege .

Secondarily, the scratc h-built cab­
ins help drain off accumulated per­
sonal savings which still can' t be
spent to the deg ree desired on good
quality imported consumer items.
(The best imports are sold in the
hard-currency stores that cater to
tourists . This is the reason why in
Prague, more than anywhere else
except Warsaw, one is approached
on the street continua lly with offers
to swap koruna for dollars at rates
far exceeding the official exchange.)

Lastly, the retreats in the wooded
hills and mounta ins of Bohemia ab­
sorb. or at least attenuate, "dan­
gerou s political energies." As one
professional Czechoslovak lady told
an English journalist a short while
back : "Fooling around in the open
air is a substitute for serious in­
tellectual or political pursu its - not
to be recommended."

Perhaps that is why Alexander
Oubcek - the offic ially disgraeed
leader of the abortive 1968 "social-
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ism with a human face" reform
movement - is now consigned to
plantin g trees in a somber Czech
forest somewhere.

A Slogan in Every Window

The fi rst week and a half of May
is always a good time to judge the
relative freedoms enjoyed by the
people in the various nations of the
Soviet orbit. The three-day May
Day is followed closely by Victory
Day - May 9 in Eastern Europe - a
very big holiday celebrating the vic­
tory of communist forces over Hit­
ler's Reich. The two holiday periods
- the one political an d the other
military - tend to blend together
into one. Especially was this so in
1975, the 30th anniversary of the
defeat of Nazism.

In Prague, signs, banners, flags,
pennants, posters, and pictures were
everywhere present. There was not a
single shop window, regardless of
the business conducted, that did not
dutifully display a prominent "3D"
poster or the ubiquitous picture of a
World War II Russian tank crew
hugging the girls of Prague upon the
city's " liberation" by the Red Arm y
in May 1945. (There were no dis­
pl ays, inc ide nta lly, of Pra gu e's
"reliberation" in August 1968.)

In contrast, Budapest, which we
visited next on our tour, appeared
rema rkab ly free of propaganda with
mostly just small national and Com­
mun ist Party flags displayed on
lamp posts and building facades ­
nothing ostentatious.

Access to written material from
the West proved to be qui te differ­
en t in the two cities as we ll.

In Budapest, it was possible to
obtain news pa pers at the hotel
(tho ugh not on the newsstands)
from severa l Western nations, in­
cluding the popular Am erica n­
owned International Herald Tribune,
which is published in Paris. Also
ava ilable was an eight-page da ily
news digest, half in English, ha lf in
German, published by MTI, the
Hu nga ria n news agency. It was
fa irly newsworthy, carrying dis­
patches from Western news wires as
well as Tass, the Soviet agency.

Access to such information was
impossible in Prague, however. At .
the hotels as well as at the news
kiosks, one was limited solely to the

Communist press, including the im­
mensely borin g Morning Star, the
journalistic fl agship of Britain's
Communist Part y.

Human Scars

On the surface, at least, few scars
remain in Prague of the events of
August 1968 when the invading
forces of fi ve "socialist brother"
Warsaw Pact nations brought the
liberali zing reforms of the Oubcek
government to a screeching halt. Of
course, the Czech capital sustained
relatively little damage in the first
place, especially when compared
with the pitched battles which raged
through the streets of Budapest dur­
ing Hun gary's 13-day effort to gain
freedom from Soviet domination in
1956. The docile Czechs succumbed
much more easily.

Huma n scars still remain, how­
ever. Under the post-Oubcek slogan
of a "return to Leninism" the Czech
Communist Party was purged of
ha lf a mi llion members. Trade
unions and other institutions were
similarly cleansed of all those who
had even pa rtially pa rticipated in
wh a t wa s ca lled the " Prague
Spring."

Vera's husband, once a prominent
singer, was one of these unfortunate
individuals "o fficiallydisgraced" be­
cause of his involvement in the 1968
political reform. Vera showed us a
well-worn copy of the Feb ruary
1968 edition of Nationa l Geographic
maga zine. In it, on page 162, was a
picture of her husband performi ng
a t the a nnual thr ee-week- Iong
Prague Spring music festival (whose
gay an d airy atmosphe re lent its
na me to the political movement
whic h wa s in te nde d to add a
brighter side to socialism). Never
aga in, Vera assured us, would he be
privileged to perform in a major
musical production in his country.

Economic Dilemma

The Czech people enjoy, despite
their many limitations, a higher
standard of living than any of their
Comm unist neighbors with the ex­
ception of the East Germans.

But danger signs for the Czech
economy are showing up. Growth
rates are slowing. The state eco­
nomic planners have yet to institute

(Continued on page 10)
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WIIorking on the railroad­
Hungarian S"'yle

N o visit to Hungary would be
complete without a ride on

the Pioneer Railway - a unique
little line which winds its way dee p
into the verdant hills on the rolling
Buda side of Buda pest.

The railroad is opera ted by Hun­
gary's na tiona l railway system as a
traini ng ground for future employ­
ees of the nation's rail network.
(Such a practice is quitc common in
the communist world. The Soviet
Union has 30 such railroa ds!)

The Hun g aria n ve rsio n is a
sca led-down, narrow ga uge line,
abou t 8 miles in length . The engi­
neers on eac h train are ad ults. but
virtua lly all othe r employees a re
" Yo ung Pion eers" - yo ungs ters
a round the age of 12 to 14, members
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of the communist equi valent of the
" Boy Scouts" or "Girl Scouts."

In learn ing the profession of rail­
roadi ng, the youngsters take their
turn at per form ing a wide range of
operating roles - as ticket sellers,
conductors, station masters, teleg­
rap hers, and fl agmen . The young
railroaders take their job very ser i­
ous ly, and it seems impossible for
passengers to distract them from
their duties.

Child ren from the Budapest area
enjoy riding the Pioneer Railroad as
well. Groups of schoolchildren, ac­
compa nied by their teachers, regu­
larly take field trips on the railroad,
disembarking at various stations
along the way to disappear into the
wooded country side, which is ex-

cellent for hiking an d picnicking.
On board our train we were joined
by a group of exuberant 10year olds
extremely eager to talk to their
American fellow travelers . Hand
gestu res on bot h sides helped sur­
mount the formidable language bar­
rier. American telev ision programs
also lent a hand . The children, wres­
tling to come up with the few
English words they knew, man aged
"cowboy" and for some curious rea­
son . "Arizona."

A ride on the Pioneer Railway
alfords some of the most scenic
views of the Budapest area. It also
provides a good opportunity to see
the young people of Hun gary at
work and at play.

-G.H.H.
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the broader managerial powers al­
ready in effect throughout other
Comecon states - perhaps because
to do so would ca rry with it the
"dirty word" of reform . Yet Presi­
dent Gustav Husak reports that the
new five-year plan will require better
qualifi ed management personne l.

How to acco mplish such reorga ni­
zation without tapping the skills of
the thousands of engin eers. academ­
ics, and other members of the in­
tell igentsia who a re politically
barr ed from responsible jobs is per­
haps the bigge st dilemma con ­
frontin g Czechoslovakia today.

President Husa k, who is also
Communist Par ty General Secre­
tary. realizes the impo rtance of this
dilemma very well. A former Stalin­
ist prisoner, Husak is a realist who
is, from all reports, striving to
achiev e a midd le ground between
old hard-line communism and the
permissiveness that Moscow would
not tolerate in 1968. Mr. Husak
must move deliberately, but very
cautiously in reinte grating lesser fig­
ures from the reform experiment
back into jobs where their know­
how could be best utilized for the
good of the whole country.

Mr. H usak prese ntly enjoys
Moscow's blessings. But the thou­
sands of Soviet troops still " tempo­
rarily stationed" on Czech soil
guarantee that any reform from
now on will never get out of hand.

Fresh Air on the Danube

In contras t to Prague, Budapest
a ppea red to our tour gro up to be
almost a "swinging" city.

Even though statistics reveal that
Hungary ran ks considerably below
Czechoslovakia in per capita GNP
in the communist world ($1,850 as
opposed to $2,870), the streets of
Budapest seemed to tell a different
picture , Both private shops and
state-run stores we re well stocked ,
many with attractive window dis­
plays.

Book stores contained a wide va­
riety of subject matt er - far more
than in Prague, where the emphasis
was very heavy on politics and eco­
nomics. In fact, Budapest is said to
have more foreign books on sale
than any other communist capital.
(The pricing of the books is unique.
Prices on "acceptable" books are
deliberately kept very low so as to
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HUNGARY'S Comm unis t Party ch ief.
Janos Kadar, chats freely with West­
ern newsmen at European Security
Conferen ce in Helsinki fast year ­
onfy East bloc head-of-state to do so.

be affordable. Th e more politically
or culturally marginal ones carry
very heavy surcharges.)

The pace of Budapest is quite
hectic. Approximately half of all in­
dustry in Hungary is concentrated
in the area in and aro und Budapest.
(The city contains over 2 million
people; the next largest city, Mis­
kole, is far down the popu lation lad­
der at only 190,000.)

It was difficult to sleep at our
room at the Hotel Royal Grand . All
night long, every 30 seconds or so,
noisy three-car trams tru ndled out ­
side along Lenin Korut, a major
thoroughfare on the Pest side of the
Danube. The traffic became worse
during the morn ing rush hour ­
which began around 5 a.m.l

All the apparent business we wit­
nessed, however, cannot mask seri­
ous economic problems now facing
the nation as a whole. Hungary is a
small country with almost no natu­
ral resources of its own to feed its
ambitious post-World War II indu s­
trialization .

Because of its heavy dependence
on trade, the impact of world in­
tlation has come down awfully ha rd
on Hu ngary, It has not been able to
shield itself from soaring prices out­
side the commun ist world as well as
other East bloc countries.

In fact, Hungary's most serious
economic problem was genera ted
within Co mecon, th e Soviet-led

Eastern European "Common Mar­
ket." In the aftermath of the star­
tling increase in prices of Middle
East oil, the Soviets, chief petroleum
suppliers to Hun gary and the other
satellites, hiked their rates as well.

The Soviet price on oil sold to its
socialist trade par tners is still below
the world price. And, attempting to
so ften the impact, Moscow has
granted increased credits. as well as
agreeing to pay more for the prod­
ucts it buys - such as buses and
farm produce, Hun gary's majo r ex­
ports to the U.S.S.R. Nevertheless,
to cope with soaring trade deficits,
Hungarian leaders. over the last two
yea rs, have had to reshutlle their
economic planning. The much her­
alded "New Economic Mechanism"
(NEM) designed to reduce central
planning and increase productivity
and trade with the West has had to
be scaled down.

Government officials insist there
will be no major curtailm ent of con­
sumer imports from the West. The
maintenance of a relativ ely high
standard of living is politically im­
portant to a government that never
wants to see a repet ition of 1956.
But some import lines are being
trim med back to avoid duplication.

Price of Freedom

Hun gary's price of relat ive free­
dom and limited liberties on the
home front is unswerv ing loyalty ­
indeed, total subservience - to the
Soviet Union on international and
ideological matters, Last month, at
the qu adrennial Soviet Communist
Party Congress in Moscow, Hun­
gary's party leader, Janos Kadar,
made all the appropriate ideologi­
cally sound pronouncements.

Prisoners of their own geography,
both Hungary and Czechoslovaki a
a re indispensable elements in the
grea t protective partition the Soviet
Unio n erected for itself in Europe in
the aftermath of World War II.
Events in 1956 and 1968 proved
their immo bi lity un mist a kably.
And, last year at the Euro pean
Security Conference in Helsinki, the
cem ent in the Soviet weste rn wall
hardened even further. The sta te
borders in Europe, agreed 35 na­
tions from both sides of the ideo­
lo gi c a l ba rrier. are now
"inviolable." 0

(To be conrinued)
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THE INCREDIBLE HUMAN POTENTIAL, PART VIII

HUMAN NATURE- AND HOW AWHOLE WORLD
IS DECEIVED ABOUT ITS ORIGINS
Here is a BOMBSHELL of TRUTH almost no one has under­
stood. The world's evils are attributed to HUMAN NA TURE.
WHY, as the Bible says, is the heart deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked? Did God create in us a
nature tha t "is enmity [hostile] against God"? Are babies
born with this selfish, evil na ture?

by Herbert W. Armstrong

I OVERHEARD one say: "Just loo k
at tha t beautifu l. swee t lillie
ba by - and to th ink it' s filled

with all tha t evil. desp icable hum an
nature!"

But was it?
Think of this pa radox! How can it

be exp lained? T he hum an mind ca n
produce wonders. We have sen t suc­
cessive teams of men to walk on
the moon. We have returned them
safely th rou gh the ea rth's atmo­
sp he re. Yet these marvelous human
minds ca nno t solve our problems
here on ea rth - cannot bring the
world PEACE!

WH Y? All th e violence, war,
crime, corruption, di shonesty, and
immorality is blamed on HUMAN
NATURE.

But whe re did HUMAN NATURE
come from? Did the Creato r instill it
within us from creation? Were we
born with it? And plea se underst and
that in this article I am spea king of
hum an nature in its evil spiritua l
phase - of vanity, lust, greed, envy,
jealousy, competition, strife, rebel­
lion agai nst a uthority, resentment,
and hate.

Th e answer requires a knowledge
of the composition and nature of the
human mi nd - accessible only by
revelat ion. In Part VII (The Plain
Truth, Sept. 6, 1975) th e co m­
positi on of the human min d, as
compared to animal brain, was ex-
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plained. BUT WH Y does such won­
der ful MIND power work so much
evi l?

Did an a ll-loving, all-merciful, a l­
mighty G OD deliberately plague the
human race He crea ted with an in­
born nature of va nity, lust, and
greed - with a heart of hostility
agai nst G od, of decei t, envy, jea l­
ousy, and hat red ?

How Was Adam, at His Creation?

As stated in Part VII, few indeed
know what a human being really is,
HOW we humans came to be here on
earth, the rea l human potential ,
where we are going, or what is the
WAY?

In preced ing installments I have
shown what caused God to create
man , why we ca me to be put on
ea rth, the real PURPOSE for human
life, the AWESOME human potential.
Yet we humans see m to be cursed
with thi s evil human nature!

In the present installment I wa nt
to show what is the real source of
this evil nature - why the human
mind works as it does. The Bible is
our source.

So first, let 's see what is revealed
a bout the first man , Ad am , a nd his
nature at the lime ofhis creation.

The Bible reveals only the most
brief high points of human history
for the first two thousand-plus years
- a third of all the time from the

crea tion of man to now! Only
eleven cha pte rs are devoted to the
history of a ll that span of time. T he
account of the first crea ted couple is
merely the briefest possi ble sum­
mary .

T he first humans were th e last ac t
of creation on the sixt h day of wha t
is commo nly ca lled "crea tion wee k,"
recorded in the first chapter of Gen­
esis.

God had created plant life - the
flora - on the third day of that
week, an imal life - the fauna - on
the fifth and sixt h, eac h reproducing
"after its own kind." Ca tt le repro­
du ced after the ca ttle kind (verse
25), lions after the lion kind , horses
a fler the horse kind , etc.

The n G od sa id. " Let us mak e
man in our image. after ou r like­
ness." In other words, " Let us mak e
MAN after the GOD kind!" God was
actua lly reproducing Himself!

And notice, the nam e God - the
origina l Hebrew name as origina lly
written th roughout G enesis I is
Elohim. It is a unipiural noun, like
family, gro up , church. It is ONE fam­
ily composed of more than one per­
son. It is like one team , one church,
but each composed of multiple per­
so ns . The G od 10 wh om J esu s
prayed is the FATHER of the FAMILY
tha t is GOD. God IS a FAMtLY - but
ONE family, ONE GOD.

"So G od creat ed ma n in his own
image, in the image of God created
he him , male and female created he
them." WHY? Becau se human re­
production is the type of God's re­
producing Him self. And physical
reproduction requires both male
an d fem ale .

But continue: "A nd G od blessed
them ... ." Did He bless them by
creating in them an evil sinful na ­
ture, utterly unable to be subject 10

God's right way of life? But con­
tinue this passage : " . . . and God
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sa id unt o them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth"
(Gen . 1:28).

"And Go d saw every thin g that
He had made, and behold, it was
very good " (verse 3 1). If the first
hu mans - as God had crea ted them
- were VERY GOOD, could it include
a hostile and evil na ture that was
very BAD?

Thai ought 10 give every reader
somet hing to think abo ut!

Now what does this record of th e
creation of the first humans reveal
as to Adam 's nature at the time of
his creation? I repea t: Only the very
most brief high spots a re recorded
here. T he litt le that is revealed gives
us. however, all we really need to
know.

Here it is: "And out of the gro und
the Eterna l God formed every beast
of the field. and every fowl of the
air; and brought them unto Adam
to see what he wou ld call them .. ."
(G en. 2:19).

Here, in the br iefest of sum­
maries, we may see clearly whether
this short account reve als a re­
bell iou s and disob edient nature in
Adam . or one of compliance and
obed ience.

Absolutely NO REBELLION is in­
dicated her e. We find. instead, the
respo nse that Adam gave names to
all cattl e, to the fowl of the air. and
to every beast of the field.

Th is incident revea ls Adam's atti­
tude and nature as he was created,
PRIOR TO his temptation by Satan
(which is recorded in cha pter 3).
No tice carefully. Abso lute ly NOTH­
ING in the account of this pre-temp­
tation incident indicates in Adam
the presence of an evil, hostile, re­
bellious attitude or nature. It does
not reflect a heart tha t is deceitful
above all things and desperately
wicked. as human nature is de­
scribed (Je remiah 17:9). nor a car­
nal mind that is enmity (hos tile)
aga inst God and which "is not sub­
ject to the law of God. neither in­
deed can be" (Roma ns 8:7).

Nor. on the other han d, does it
reveal a na tu re filled with the spirit
of Go d. Adam had not yet been
confronted by Satan. had not dis­
obeyed, nor had he taken of th e
" tree of life" to receive the in­
dwelling LOVE and POWER of God's
holy spirit, which would have im-
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parted the DIVINE NATURE (II Peter
1:4).

So prior to the temptation by
Satan , we have only the revela tion
that Adam's NATURE. as God cre­
ated him, was not evil, hostile and
diabolical. There may have been the
ph ysical and mental natur e of self­
preservation and such things. But
N O T t he e vil na tu re of SE LF­
centered ness.

We need to realize tha t God cre­
ated Adam and the human race for
a PURPOSE. We need to have clearly
in mind, a t this point. WHAT that
purpose is.

Angels had inhabi ted this planet
before the creat ion of man (II Peter
2:4-6). Th ese ange ls had sinned.
God had set over them a king ­
Lucifer , a super a rchangel - to gov­
ern them with the GO VERN MENT OF

G OD (I sai a h 14:12 - 15. Ez ek iel
28: 11 -17). All this has been covered
in detail in previous installments.

This super king, Lucifer. was the
supreme being in crea ted perfection
it is possible to crea te (Ezek. 28:12,
15). But. rememb er, holy and righ­
teous CHARACTER is some thing that
cannot be created in one instanta­
neously by fiat. It must be developed
in an inde pendent entity through a
process in which one comes to rec­
og nize th e right way from the
wrong. to choose th e right and reject
the wrong even aga ins t self-desire.

Th e great Lucifer and the angels
und er him (a pparently a th ird of all
angels) were crea ted as holy beings.
composed of spirit, immortal. But in
order that they have personality and
indiv iduality as inde pendent beings.
it was necessary tha t they be pro­
vided with faculties for knowing,
thinking. reaso ning, and ma king
their own decisions and choices.

Th ese ange ls followed their king
Lucifer in the decision to turn f rom
and rebel against the GOVERNMENT

OF God - God's WAY OF LIFE. Tha t
is TilE WAY of LO VE - outgoing
con cern for the good of others - the
way of humil ity. obedience to and
love for their MAK ER. of giving. serv­
ing. coo pera ting, and sha ring. They
turned to THE W AY of vanity. lust
and greed, of reb ellion. jea lousy.
and envy, of competition, strife, and
vio lence, of resentment, bitterness,
a nd dest ruc tio n. O bviou sly th e
other two thi rds of the angels and

a rcha ngels have rem a ined holy ,
loyal. and obed ient to GOD'S gov­
ernment.

But now, to carry out God's PUR­
POSE for the inhabitants of this
earth. to accomplish the grand and
aweso me PUR PO SE throughou t the
ent ire un iverse that could have been
theirs. GOD IS REPR ODUCI N G HIM­

SELF THROU G H HU MAN BEIN G S!

Th e super archangel Lucifer was
the supreme pinnacle of God's cre­
a tive power in a crea ted being.
When he tu rned to rebellion , it left
ONLY GOD Himself who could be
utte rly rel ied on NEVER to deviate
from God's WAY - God 's GOVERN­
MENT. It is impossible for God to sin
- because he WILL NOT! It now be­
came God's purpose to rep rod uce
Himself th rough hu man beings.

Tha t required the development in
human beings of God's own holy.
righteous CHARACTE R. It was neces­
sary. for this purpose, that man be
composed of physical matter , that
he CHOOSE God's government, reject
Lucifer's (now Sata n's) self-centered
rebellious way, and strive to over­
come it. God's PURPOSE in having
p u t hum an s o n ea rt h ca n be
achieved only by man coming to
c hoose God's GOVE RN MEN T as
God's way of life - to reject with
utter finality Satan 's way, com­
pletely ove rcoming it.

So God crea ted MAN out of physi­
cal matt er. God crea ted in man a
MIND like God's. though of course
inferior, because it was composed of
physica l brain. em powe red with in­
tellect by a spirit (essense) in each.

Alth ough the holy an d righteo us
CHARACTER to be developed within
man must actually come from God.
eac h hu man must make his own de­
ci sion. He mu st ma ke his own
choice to reject Satan 's WAY, strive
agai nst it. and to obey God's GOV­
ERNMENT.

Ada m was compe lled, therefore.
to make the choice . God purposely
allowed Satan opportunity to con­
front Adam with his way of rebel­
lion. But He d id NOT allow Satan to
get to Adam firs t. God Himself in­
structed Adam in GOD'S WAY - th e
way of the GOVERN MENT OF GOD
based on the LAW OF GOD. just as
Lucife r a nd his angels had been first
instructed in the ways of TilE G OV­

ERNMENT OF GOD.
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Then God allowed Satan to con­
front Adam. Satan got to Adam
through his wife. Satan subtly de­
ceived Eve into DISBELIEVI NG what
God had taught them. Adam fol­
lowed her in choosing rebellion and
rejecting God's rule and govern­
ment over them . They took to them­
selves the knowledge of what is good
and what is evil - deciding for
themselves right from wrong.

Then, something happened to the
minds of Adam an d Eve - the eyes
of both of them were opened (G en­
esis 3:7). The spirit and attitude of
rebelli on had entered their minds .
Their mind s (hearts) now had be­
come perverted - 'deceitful and des­
perately wicked.

And THAT EVtL IN TH EM CAME
FRO M SATAN, N OT FROM GOD!
Th ey were NOT crea ted with this evil
nature.

But how did hum an ity, today,
co me to have this evil attitude we
ca ll "HUMAN NATURE"? Did the chil­
dren of Adam and Eve inherit it
from them ? Or, was it passed on by
heredity?

Let me give you an exam pie of
heredity. God put Adam to sleep
and removed one of his ribs. out of
which He mad e Eve. Do all men
today find themselves short one rib
by heredity? Ofcourse not. Acq uired
chara cte ristics are not passed on by
heredity.

Adam and Eve chose and ac­
quired the "nat ure" or attitude o f sin
from Satan . It was not passed on by
heredity. Jesus Christ called their
second son "righteous Abel."

Then how do we humans come to
have (universally) this evil a ttitude
we call human nature today?

It's partly explained in the apostle
Paul's second letter to the Corin­
thian church. He said he desired to
present that church "as a chaste vir­
gin to Christ. BUT I fear , lest by any
means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds
should be currupted from the sim­
plicity that is in Christ" (II Corin thi­
ans 11:2-3).

Satan was still around when Pau l
wrote. (The reason is exp lained else­
where .) The people at Cori nth had
not received this evil nature by he­
redity. Rath er, the apostle feared
lest they (in this NEW Testament
time) should be beguil ed into evil
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attitudes in the same manner as was
the original mother Eve - directly
by Satan.

Eve did not have a mind that was
evil before Satan came along and
confronted her. But Satan, by sub­
tlety, deceived Eve. Eve's children
were not born with this evil nature.
Nor were the people of the Corin­
thian church. But Paul feared lest
Satan, still around after some 4,000
years, pervert Corinthian minds di­
rectly, as he had done to Eve.

Satan wa s still around when
Christ was born. He tried to destroy
the Chri st child by having Him
murdered . Satan was still around
when Jesus was thirty and baptized.
And he tried to destroy Jesus spiri­
tually then , in the temptation. As
Satan destroyed (spiritually) Adam,
he tried to destroy the "second
Ad am ." Satan is sti ll a ro u nd
TODAY!

But the wily Satan has succeeded
in deluding many, if not most, of the
best minds into believing he is a
nonexi stent myth . The best minds,
unsuspecting, are deceived (Rev .
12:9).

Here is a TRUTH you, the reader,
NEED TO KNOW!

To the church at Ephesus, God
said through the apostle Paul (Eph­
esians 2:1-2): "And you [who) ... in
time past . . . walked accord ing to
the course of this world , according to
the prince ofthe power of the air, the
spirit that now work eth in the chil­
dren ofdisobedience .. . ,"

GRASP IT! Satan is here called
"the prince of the power ofthe AIR!"
I could not have understood that 60
yea rs ago. I did not then realize how
comm unication by sound and by
picture can be broadcast instanta­
neously through the air.

In past installments of this series I
have stressed the point that Satan ,
the former great archangel cherub
Lucifer, was the most perfect and
powerful being that God could cre­
ate as an individual being. He was
perfect as origina lly created. But he
is composed of spirit, and thus he is
invisi ble to hum an eyes.

Th is great an d powerful being,
even though evil, has power literally
to surcharge the air arou nd this
earth. H E BROADCASTS!

Wherever yo u are as yo u read
these words. chan ces are there are

voices and perhaps music in the air
around you. A radio or TV set tuned
to the right wavelength would make
them audible to you.

The spirit in every human being
is automatically tuned in on Satan's
wavelength. You don't hear any­
thing because he does not broadcast
in words - nor in so unds. whether
music or o therwise. He broad casts
in AITlTUD ES. He broadcasts in atti­
tud es of sELF-cente redness, lust ,
greed, vanity, jealousy, envy, resent­
ment. competition , strife, bitterne ss.
and hate.

In a word, the selfishness. hostil­
ity, deceitfulness, wickedne ss, rebel­
lion, etc. that we ca ll " HUMAN
NATURE" is actually SATAN'S NA­
TURE. It is Satan's ATTITUDE. And
broadcasting it, surcha rging the air
with it. Satan actually NOW WORKS
IN the unsuspecting all over the
world today! Tha t is HOW Satan
deceives the whole world today
(Rev. 12:9 and 20:3). Being invis­
ible , people do not see or hear him.

This prince of the power of the air
- this god of this world - IS TilE
REAL SOURCE OF WHAT WE HAV E

COME TO CALL " HUMAN NATU RE" !

Here is the real CAUSE of all the
world 's evi ls!

But it seems nobody und erstands
it . and therefore the world docs
noth ing abo ut it - except to go
along with it blaming hu man nature
and supposing it was GOD who cre­
ated us with an evil nature. Ac­
tually, it is Satan's nature.

Let me give you an illustration of
how we can be swayed, influenced,
and driven Satan 's wrong way by
his broadcasting through the air.
When God wanted to cause capt ive
Jews in ancient Babylon to return to
Jerusalem to build the seco nd
temple, He put it in the mind of
Cyrus. king of Persia. The Persian
Empire had taken over the rule of
emp ire from Babylon . Following is
the explanation of how God moved
Cyrus to do what God wanted.

"Now in the first yea r of Cyrus
king of Persia . .. the Eterna l stirred
up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia,
t ha t he made a proclamation
thro ugho ut all his kingdom .. ,"
(Ezra I: I) that a conti ngent of Jews
retu rn to Jerusalem .

God did not speak to Cyrus in
(Continued on page 24)
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A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
and PLAIN TRUTH Ill~NI~"Tl'IA

Dear Plain Truth Reader:

You ASKED FOR IT! . .. and here it is! Atter 14
months in a newspaper tabloid format, The Plain
Truth reverts to a magazine with this April-May is­
sue! And with th is format change, your annual RE­
NEWAL.

An extensive survey (via telephone) in February
helped us with the decision. Here in a " nutshell" is
what you, our readers, confirmed in telephone con­
versations across the country.

1. Plain Truth readers are a loyal and dedicated lot,
who (to borrow an advertising slogan) would
" rather fight than switch" and who anxiously
look forward to receiving and reading each is­
sue.

2. When asked for suggestions on how we might
improve the contents, you overwhelmingly
voiced: "We like it as it is! Don't tamper with a
good th inq !" You expressed appreciation for the
exciting truth about WHAT MAN IS, WHY man was
created , HOW to live successfully, as well as to­
the-point analyses of critical world events.

3. What about format? Those who gave an opinion
preferred a magazine over the tabloid by a mar­
gin of 3 to 1. But all insisted that such a change
should not alter the contents! " We'd read The
Plain Truth if you printed it on a paper bag,"
exclaimed one enthusiastic reader, " but a maga­
zine would be very much appreciated as long as
the contents remain as is!"

4. " Why," many asked , "don't you charge a sub­
scription pr ice for The Plain Truth ? With inflation,
ris ing postage, paper, and production costs, you
certainly can 't continue giving away a month ly
pubtlcation !" A large percentage (well over 50%)
of ou r loya l readers said they were will ing to pay
for the privilege of rece iving The Plain Truth !

RENEWAL NOTICE

This brings us to the subject of our long-stand­
ing subscription pol icy .. . and this RENEWAL no­
tice.
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Indeed, we are suffering very severe cost in­
creases due to inflation and have from time to time
considered putt ing a SUbsc ription price on the
magazine. But for over 40 years we have insisted on
making The Plain Truth available free of charge to
readers on every continent - rich or poor. We have
taught and practiced the princ iple of giving - never
wanting to charge a subscription price, always rely­
ing on freely given contributions from appreciative
readers to defray publishing costs.

Our ability to send free magazines, of course, is
limited by available funds . And we must have your
assurance - THROUGH THIS RENEWAL - that you
appreciate The Plain Truth and want it to continue.

Your will ingn ess to pay is extremely encour­
aging. But your appreciation can also be shown by
making a generous contribution to The Plain Truth.
(It costs us in excess of $5.00 for each annual
subscription.) Your donation will be used to keep
your Plain Truth com ing each month, while also
providing subscriptions for our less privileged read­
ers as well - those who have no income or means
of support.

We th ink th is subscript ion policy is still the best
formula. Use the accompanying envelope for your
RENEWAL. Contributions are gratefully received and
are tax-deductible in the United States.

Here, then, is your Plain Truth - a magaz ine
once more! The contents are alive with those vita l,
often misunderstood or ignored truths that affect
your very lives . . . raising the question of human
survival . .. asking WHAT'S AHEAD TOMORROW - dar­
ing to give the answers!

YES, this improved Plain Truth fo rmat does cost
more than the tabloid, but if you readers appreciate
it , we 'll do our best to keep it coming month after
month. Be sure to send your RENEWAL now, and let
us know how you like it! Use the envelope provided.

Sincerely, A , A. /J£. q "
~,,_%2 ~ V

Editor
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a case against

PORNOGRAPHY
by Gordon Muir

Brita in. the United States. Eu­
rope an d Au stra lia are wa l­
lowing in pornography on a

sca le never before equ alled in their
history. As one writer put it , there
has been in Western society "an es­
ca lation in what you are permitted
to see in the ord ina ry nor mal way of
thin gs unparalleled in history."

G ra d ua lly ove r t he la s t few
decades pornography d istribut ors
have sensed and taken full advan­
tage of the commercial potential of
merchandising the female body ­
and now also the male body. As a
resu lt pornography today is a multi­
million do lla r business. An outshoot
of the "19-sextie s." the pornography
boo m has moved from the back
streets to the respecta ble bookstalls,
from the "voyeur" film clu bs to the
local movie the at ers.

The import and export trad e in
pornography in Europe and Britain
was estima ted two yea rs ago to be
mo re than $100 mill ion per yea r.
That figure is probably mea ningless
because it a ll depends wha t yo u ca ll
porn. But even if the definition of
smut is limited to the ultra-obscene
"hard" porn, the turnover is proba­
bly at least twice tha t today.

A recen t cover count at a Lon don
st reet vendo r's sta nd revealed 95%
of the display to be porno-journal­
ism with a 15-yard expanse of raw
flesh de picted in an incredible as­
so rt me n t of poses. Cre d it m us t
surely be due for the ingenuity of
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Editor's comment: We were
pleased to note that " The
Case Against Pornography"
was recently selected by the
London Evening Echo to be
reprinted as an excellent ex­
ample of the anti-pornography
position. Dr. Muir, now res id­
ing in England, is a regular
contributor to The Plain Truth.

providing some kind of varie ty in
the circumstances.

In Britain much of the porn ogra­
phy used to be imported from the
U.S. and Denmar k. Now more is
home produced - which might be
chee ry news for British economists.

The Moral Revolution
in W estern So ciety

Today it see ms our mo ra l values
a re cha nging more rapidly than at
any other time in man's history. De­
scribing our moral revolut ion, histo­
rian and columnis t Max Lerner
said : "We are in a late sensate
period. The emphasis in our society
tod ay is on the senses and the re­
lease of the sensua l. All the old
codes have been broken dow n."

If yo u a re old-fas hioned enough
to like fami ly films, you probably
gave up going to the movies long
ago. In Brita in in 1974 a record 266
"X " cer tifica te films were passed for

viewing - more than all the other
categories put together.

In the U.S.A. the blue-movies
bu siness is reported to have reached
the ultimat e in sadistic porn ogra­
ph y. Films bel ieved to origina te in
La tin America show dep raved acts
of sexua l debauchery which en d in
the horri fyin g scene of the bewil­
dered girls actua lly be ing stabbed
and mu rdered by the ir partners.

The Roots of Permissiveness

To wha t can we ascribe the flood
of po rnography, smut, filth - call it
what you will depending on your
point of view - tha t has swept over
the sluice gates of convention?

Undoubted ly the permissive sev­
ent ies are ex perie ncing the full
brunt of reaction to repressive Vic­
tor ian prudery. As our Editor-in­
Chief previously pointed out, "t he
co mmo nly accepted Victorian a tti­
tud e was 'kee p our childre n in­
noce nt and pure throu gh ignoran ce
until marriage - and then instinct
will tell them what to do.' ..

Sex was viewed as indecent, de­
grading, shameful and sinful - even
in ma rriage, except for proc reation.
The dissemination of knowledge
about sex was forcibly withheld
from the pu blic. Parents ta ugh t their
children noth ing. they knew noth ­
ing, and besides, it would have been
too emba rrassing.

If we trace thi s prudishn ess back
into history, we find it is roo ted in
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the early development of orthodox
Christianity. Among the early Cath­
olic church fathers, SI. Augustine of
Hippo was perhaps the most re­
sponsible for foisting on the church
such an oppressive approach - but
not unt il he had sown his own wild
oats in an orgy of prom iscuity. His
teaching of "No sex please, we're
Chris tians" (except of course for
procreation in marriage - and even
that's nasty) was expounded by suc­
ceedin g influential leaders in the
church and soon became doctrine. It
stuck through the Middle Ages and
lingers on today. In effect the
church had "excomm unicated " sex
from anything to do with love, an d
it became a dirty word.

Peregrine Worsthorne points out
that it is this type of extre mism that
provoked counter-extremism from
the sensualists. He added: "The cav­
alier d ismi ssive attitude of the
church to all the blessings tha t sex
can procure for man and the cav­
alier dismissive alii tude of the sen­
sualists to all the curses tha t [the
wrong use of] sex can procure for
man were rooted in the superficia l

. attitude to the subjec t - the church
was prepared to risk seeing it
twisted a nd tortured in to the
st unted sha pes of a puritanical
nightmare. And [now] the sensual­
ists are prepared to risk seeing it
travestied into the leer ing face of
uncontrolled concupiscence ." Wors­
thorne claims that toda y the real
threat to sex is from the pornogra­
phers : "II is the porn ographers who
treat it with contempt"

Where the church fathers taught
that love should be sexless. the mes­
sage of pornography is that sex
should be loveless.

David Boadella, discussing the ef­
fect of the commercial exploitation
of sex, po ints out that it is no more
than a " mass conditioning [which]
amounts to a progressive prostitu­
tion of cullure and involves a hid­
den control over peop le's feelings
tha t is more insidious than the old
repressive system."

"T herapeutic" Pornography

Today society is reacting strongly
aga inst prude ry. This is a movement
which. even if not initia ted byal'Qnt ­
garde libertines, has certainly been
used to advantage and accelerated
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by them. The process has also been
helped along by the "generation
gap ." A further catalyst has been
the contribution o f va rio us in­
tellectuals who belong to the small
band of academic ignoramuses in
the universities and certain other
areas. On e result is that pornogra­
phy has spread lik e a cultura l
bubonic plague .

But is there really a case aga inst
pornography, or is it truly a sign of
advancement toward a freer and
bette r society? Are the sex magnates
like Hefner doing society a favor as
they line their own pockets? Some
intellectual pornophiles feel they
can make out a case that pornogra­
phy is actua lly therap eutic - thus
we have "pornotherapy ." Danish
pornocrat Leo Madsen used this jus­
tification in planning wha t must
have been the ullimate porno-spec­
tacle - a special line featuring
cripples so that the disabled could
identify with the fantasies!

II has been said that there is no
more certain and revealing guide to
the sexua l preoccupa tion of an age
or race than the amount of pornog­
rap hy it consumes .

T he Case Against Pornography

Those who believe that pornogra­
phy has no ill effect on people are
immedia te ly faced with certain
problems. We know that the great
works of an and literature often
have very profound effects on
people. II is therefore possible to
conclude that pornography can also
have a profou nd effect, and most
people intui tively realize that that
effect can often be harmful.

You are being asked to believe
that the multim illion dollar pornog­
raphy onslaught is unrel ated to in­
creasing mo rbid sexual interest ,
depersonalization of sex and a rise
in sex crime.

The whole principle of advertis­
ing is based on the notion that
peo ple are mot ivated to act on vi­
sual stimuli . Since the essence of
pornography is visual stimuli. it
may also cause people to act. and
o ften in very antisocial ways.

A norm al person probably won't
co mmit some horrible sex crime if
he looks at pornography. There are
doub tless other individuals who will
commit sex crimes regardless of

whether they look at porn ography
or not. (This sort of person. how­
ever. is almost al ways an avid
reader of pornography.) But there
are others, "marginal individuals;'
who will commit sex crimes if they
are exposed to pornography. but
who otherwise wouldn't . There is
consequen tly a strong corre lat ion
between sex offenses and pornogra­
phy : those who commit such crimes
a re practica lly always voracious
consumers of the stuff.

Yet someone is bound to ask,
"Wha t abo ut the report of the
American Commission on Obsce n­
ity and Pornography"? This report
concluded that pornography has no
adverse effect on behavior. A mi­
nori ty of this commission , however,
strongly objec ted to the majority's
co nclus ion . According to one soc ial
psychologist asked to evaluate the
findings . the evidence used was
"often inaccurately and selectively
reported to the commission mem ­
be rs and many area s were ne­
glected ."

Professor Eysenck says or this re­
port in his volume of essays. Psy­
chology I s A bou t Peop le: "II
provides a wonderful example of
one-sided reporting. biased selection
of evidence and failure to base con­
clusi ons on the evidence:'

The " Danish experiment" has
ofte n been quoted by the pornogra ­
phy lobby as an exampl e of the
harm lessness. indeed the benefits, of
pornograp hy. The argume nt is tha t
by abolishing the laws against ob­
scenity the Danes achieved a reduc­
tion in sex crime rates.

Let us look at the facts. Danish
obscenity law changed in two stages
in 1967 and 1969. A Workin g Party
of the Arts Council in Britain pub­
lished a Report on Obscenity in 1969
which poin ted out that "since hard ­
core pornography became legally
available in Denmark at prices that
even the poorest delinquent can af­
ford, the incidence of sexual crime
has dropped as a result (or coinci­
dence) by the astonishing figure of
25%."

Thi s fitted well with their own
preconceived ideas. Tod ay the au­
thors are probably blush ing over
their naivet e because they ignored
several key factors. Firstly. the sex
crime statistics in Denmark had
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been showing a decline all through
the sixties. Secondly, the biggest
single drop was before the new laws
came into force. Third ly. at the
same time the pornog raphy law was
changed a number of offense cate­
gories were abo lished, resulting in
fewer total crimes. Fourt hly, as a
result of changing pub lic att itudes,
it appears that there has been a de­
crea se in reporting minor sex crimes
which , of course, also affects the
overall fi gure .

Certainly, if we look at the Da n­
ish statistics o n convictions for rape
and sim ilar vio lations. we find a sig­
nificant increase from 1967 to 1973
(the latest availab le figure) . The
1973 figure is more than twice that
of a ny year in the late sixties. The
pornography lobby is very qu iet
a bout this.

Rap e statistics from England and
Wales tell the same story. Accord ing
to Home Office figu res, total co n­
victions have increased almost 100%
in the period 1965 to 1974. The ex­
amples of England and Denm ark
confirm a trend noted by psy­
chologist J. H. Court of Flind ers
University, Sou th Austra lia, that in
those countries in which major legal
barriers aga inst pornography have
been removed , there has been an
increase in the incidence o f rape .
This is a ll the more significant be­
cau se of the contrast with co untries
where pornography is not freely cir­
culated. While Australi a. New Zea­
land and the United State s have all
experienced a dramatic rise in rape
a t the same time that legal barriers
to pornography were coming down,
Singap ore . where the barriers are
still in force, has man aged to keep
the incidence of rape at the same
low level. And as the chain reaction
proceeds, pornography is increasing
progressively into sadism, brutali ty
and new depths of filth. In Denmark
recent ly . the Society for Prevention
of Cruelty to Anima ls even had to
pet ition the courts to proh ibit the
use of four-footed a nimals in live
sex shows. To remain "competitive ,"
pornograp hers have to be progres­
sive ly degen erative . In some films
today, such as Clock work Orange
and Straw Dogs. rape has become a
them e o f entertainme nt. Th e actual
effect of the film Clock work Orange
on so me immature minds is do cu-
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ment ed in rap e-case records in sev­
eral countr ies. Of this film and its
co n tem porary , S traw Dogs. a n
Am erican revie wer wrote that rap e
was pictured in the co ntext that "a
man could only prove himself a
man when he had won his combat
badges in rape and murder."

Case after case can reveal the ef­
fect of today's pornography on the
minds of at least a segment of so­
ciety. At a tria l in England of a
you ng man who raped two four­
teen-year-old girls, the defending
Q.c. stressed that the accused had
had "his youthful sexuality turne d
into a very powerful driving force
th rough the effect of pornography."
Evidence li ke th is, however, is
counted for nothi ng beside the test­
tub e theories of the avant-garde.

Pnrnography and the Mind

That pornogra phy can be a dan­
gero us influence o n large numbers
of psychosexually disturbed adults
and teen-agers is clear. It has the
effect of so aro using a volati le sex­
ual appetite tha t social and moral
restraints are tota lly ignored in the
search for sens ual satisfactio n.

But more balanced individuals
can equa lly be hooked by this psy­
chological dru g. The route from the
normal to the perverse is progres­
sive. And the effects that pornogra ­
phy can have 011 normal married
life and normal sexual relation s
have been largely overlooked .

Pornograph y totally depersona­
lizes sex and detaches copulation
from its necessary environment o f
love and a natural experience. Now
a man can drool over one glossy
picture of ero tic seductiv ity after an­
other. And pornography is no
longer ju st a man 's world. If the
woman wants it, she can have at it
too. Curiosity in pornography can
turn into indu lge nce , and in time,
indu lgence gives way to obsession.
The female and male torsos pic­
tured throughout the pages of sex
magazines become no more than
objects of lust, and the porno-addict
is ab le to indulge in multiple mind­
damaging ac ts of vicarious adultery .
The result? Boredom with the real
thing - sexual boredom between
husba nd and wife who no longer
find pleasure in a normal healt hy
sexual relatio nship. Sensual images

begin to take the place of the wife ­
or husband.

A situa tion involving a police of­
ficer can be cited as an example of
this reac tion to pornography. The
ma n was not dabbling in pornogra­
phy for his own pleasure. He had
been assigned to a pornography in­
vestigation case, but after a while he
had to ask to be taken off the case.
He claimed that the exposure to a
co nstant stream of pornography was
killing his interest in normal sexua l
relations wi th his wife.

It is difficult to believe that you
can "wallow in filth and not get
dirty." As Solomon said, "Can a
man take fi re in his bosom, and his
clothes not be burned?"

Pornography belongs to the world
of fan tasy. It is designed to appeal
to those who prefer to seek thei r
grat ificat ion through deviate sexual
diversions and to trap the "un­
in itiated" into a fascination with
perversity. It is an education in self­
gratification, denying all care and
co ncern for ot hers. Profe ssor Robert
Stoller in the symposium 'T he Case
Against Pornography" described it
as "a kind of visua l rap e - a taking
from others of what they would not
give voluntarily." And yet, in the
final analysis the pornography ad­
dict is left empty and miserable, de­
void of th e happiness which a
natural, healthy sexual relat ionship
cou ld bring, desiring fulfillment of
his pe rverse mental ma chin ation s.

In effect, pornography is anti- sex.
Those who oppose pornograph y are
so metimes accused of bein g anti­
sex, but they a re really a nt i
"co unterfeit" sex. If so meo ne is an ti
co unterfeit bank note s, is he accused
of being anti money? No, he very
much wants to preserve the real
thing.

The Right to Choose

But if porn ography is not freely
ava ilable, this is said to be an inter­
ference with the ind ividu al's right to
choose what he wants to see or read .
At least so goes the "freedom" argu­
ment of the liberationists. But wha t
about the rights of society as a
whole? Should the vociferous mi­
nority of so-called intellectuals call
the tune by placin g their own inter­
pretation on the wo rd "freedom" ?

Th e flood or porn ograph y has

17



also had dan gerous "spillover" ef­
fects on the family . It is now much
harder. perhaps even imposs ible. for
parents to protect their children
aga inst the lowest form of literature
and pictorial jo urnalism. Childre n
and teen-agers are now exposed to
the rawest displays of nudi ty at
many bookstores and newsstands .

The dangers cann ot be under­
estimated. Pornograp hy is like any
other addiction: It is possible to de­
velop a taste for it. Although lip
service is paid to the pro tection of
child ren and mi no rs. more and
more young people are being ex­
posed to a way of thinking and a
way of life which could destroy their
future happiness. It should be no
sur prise that specialists toda y are
having to dea l with cases of 12 and
13 yea r olds who ind ulge in regular
intercourse. To them it is not a rela­
tionship, but only an act.

Well did one police offi cial say ­
following a major ra pe conviction ­
to those who consider that censor­
ship of pornography interferes with
the liberty of the ind ividua l: "Le t
[the m] reflect upon the victims of
these crimes and ask themselves if
they would expre ss these views if
the victims were their own relativ es
and friends."

Th e Real Motives

What are the real motives of the
intellectual pornophiles? They ap ­
pea r to be mixed. Some no dou bt
genuinely believe it should be avail­
able "by right" as a "harmless" in­
gred ient of a free society.

But there is little doubt that
others are defe nding it as a tool to
ultimat ely help destroy the free so­
ciety tha t spawns it. and thus de­
stroy the truly worthwhile values of
that society. If they can use pornog­
raphy to help erode and sap the
strength of a society whose present
structure they wish to see swept
away, well and good . As we have
attempted to show, it is a powerful
incentive to crime and increased im­
morality. as well as a nau seat ing
means of attacking an d damaging
the marriage institution . It is an
ideal weap on to use to weaken
Western civilization. to undermine
the foundations of our society, and
thu s to pave the way for a new ­
presumably Marxi st - society. Vet.
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paradoxically. one of the fi rst things
to disappea r in the new communist
socie ty would be pornograp hy. Any­
one who doubts that should try the
"hi gh life" in Havana or Ho Chi
Minh City.

It should be no surprise to us that
The Lillie Red Schoolbook should
try to tell schoolchildren that por­
nography is "harmless" and recom­
mend to them to " try" anyt hing that
" looked interesting." This publ ica­
tion has co mmunist authors and ex­
pounds a Marxist philosophy. As
one of the authors later admitted. it
was a calcu lated exerci se in an­
archy . Are we surprised that the
original Danish version was subsi­
dized by Maoist funds? Vet Article
228 of the Soviet crimin al code.
chapter 10. makes publi shers and
distributors of porn ography liable to
fines and imprisonme nt. As the
Longford report point s out. this
chapter deals with "crimes against
public security. public order, and
the health of the population ." Soviet
a uthorities clearly seem to know
more abo ut the heal th of society -

IS
SIK SIN?

Sex - a controversial subject
from time immemorial - has
been la be led as everyth ing
from "a necessary evil" to a
panacea for almost e ve ry­
th ing . The truth, obviously.
lies somewhere between
these two e xtremes. The
booklet, Is Sex Sin? provides
a balanced view from a bibli­
cal perspective. For your free

co py, write to
The Plain Truth
at the address
nearest you
(seebackcov-
er for our ad­
dresse s .)

at least in this respect - than their
Western co unterparts.

A quote from Professor Irving
Krista] in the Wall S treet Journal
pinpoints the contras ting legal pri­
ori ties of our twisted "liberals": " In
the United States today the law in­
sists that an 18 yea r old girl has the
right to publ ic fornication in a por­
nographic movie - but only if she is
paid the minimum wage."

Pornography is a big business.
The profiteers are not concerned
with the well-be ing of othe rs. Their
values are defined in terms of "box
office," "circulation," and "sales: '
For example Bob Guccione, pro­
prietor of Penth ouse magazine . at
one time considered the rival publ i­
-cation Men Onl v to be indece nt
when it began introducing full fron­
tal nud ity. Now that he has himself
discovered the commercial value of
pubic hair , he is really prospering.
One result is a 40-room mansion
being built in Manhattan .

Pornography is a ruthless com­
mercial con job. More and more
peo ple. especially you ng people . are
being lured by its siren song. But it
often brings only progre ssive frus­
trat ion and despair. Th is cruel de­
cep tion offers broken families.
broken lives and disease. And it can
lead the weak to crime .

Vet why is it that the millions of
upright. law-abiding citizens who do
not go along with this boom in por­
nography j ust sit back and do noth­
ing while our once stable society is
being mauled by the media to the
applause of the ignoramuses of the
intellectual fringe and the con­
spirators of the far left?

It is time the majority let its voice
be hea rd in opposition to those who
are ou t to war p national morality
and integri ty. It's past time that
people should be made fully aware
of the harmful effects of pornography.

True values and real knowled ge
of the type that can bring genuine
happiness and fulfilled lives (sex­
ually and otherwise) seem to go un­
prom oted and unadvertised these
days. For further information on sex
and morality in society. write for
our free booklet ent itled Is Sex Sin ?

Certainly any society with its own
long-term interests at heart will
have to learn to contain the cult of
the sensua l and salacious. 0
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Ins tead , t hey wi ll meet with
friends a nd, of a ll thin gs. watch the
sun rise! And as i f this were not
strange enough , th is is all part of a
relig ious service!

On this very same day, millions of
others will be preparing to do som e­
thing unusu al, too. This is one of the
two or three times during the yea r
when they will darken the door of a
church! Or perhaps it would be bet ­
ter to say decorat e the door of a
church, for they will ha ve pu rcha sed
fashi onable new clothes especially
for the occa sion .

Some, beca use their forty days of
pa rtial ab stinence ca lled " Lent" a re
over, will once again freely ind ulge
themselves. Others an ticipa te a fam ­
ily reunion, a big ha m d inner, or ,
perhaps, a fashion show or a pa­
rade.

And the children? They a re abso­
lut ely del ight ed with the choco late
rabbits, the colored eggs, and the
prospect of exciting egg-hunting
and egg-rolling games on the lawn!

This is Easte r - one of the big
holidays of the Western year. But
wha t is its purpose? Wh at is it sup­
pose d to com me mo ra te? And why
a ll th ese inco ng ruo us act ivi t ies?
Wh y watch the sun rise on th is day?
Why purchase new clothes for it?
Wh y eat ham for dinner?

Wh y rabbits? Why not a pu ppy or
a kitten? They ca n lay just as many
eggs as a rabbit. But , then, why
eggs? Wouldn 't ora nges or onions
roll just as well?

To a wor ld steeped in tradition,
these customs seem normal. But
when you sto p to think about it,
what real sense do the activities of
this day we call "Easter" make, any­
way?

And why is Easter observed on a
Sunday? Why no t on a Tuesday,
Thu rsday Of Mon day?

To this questio n ma ny will imme­
dia tely reply tha t Sunday was the
da y on which Christ rose from the
dead a nd tha t his resu rrection is the
very reason for observ ing Easter.

But is it? Was C hrist resurrected
on a Sunday? Are yo u sure? Have
you eve r pro ved it from the Bible?

An d what has the Easter ra bbit

by Garner Ted Armstrong
and Eugen e M. Walte r

Just what is " Easter " ? What
does the name mean ? Have
you ever wondered why you
believe and practice certain
customs at Eas ter time. You 't!
be surprised to find the plain

truth about Eas ter!

In Ge rma ny severa l yea rs ago,
the usual rio tous G erman vers ion of
the " Ma rdi G ras" was taki ng place
in Cologne . Peopl e were ac ting as if
insa ne, dru nken revelry was tak ing
place, and hid eous masks, weird
costu mes, id iot ic d anci ng. a nd
noisem ak ing were everywhere.

We asked passersby what it a ll
mea nt! One ma n sai d vaguely, "Oh,
it's for the children!" Ano ther sa id it
ha d no "special" meaning. Only one
man out of seve ra l seemed to know
it was the pre- Lenten rioting that
accompa nied the days of "fasting"
prior to Easter!

After all , who needs an excuse,
people reason, to attend a pa rty?

It 's Easter - But Why?

On one Sunday morning each
spring, a strange and bewi ldering
phenomenon takes place in cities,
towns, and countrysi des a round the
world. Instead of sleeping la te as
usua l, man y thousands will get up
ea rly on this day - very early. They
mu st be at the ir destinat ion well be­
fore sunrise.

The occasion? A ga me of golf? A
fishing tr ip? No, not on th is pa rticu­
lar morning.

Pagan Fes tivities

You would be shoc ked if yo u read
the history of the " ho t cross bun,"
the Easter bunny, th e eggs, and the
practice of bowin g toward the east
as the sun rises!

But What Does It Hav e to
Do With Christ?

T he de sire to follow the crow d
exerts a tremendous pull on litt le
chi ldren. But Eas ter wasn't inve nted
by children - a nd it's not child's
play!

Wh a t about it? Did you ever won­
der about some of the stra nge cus­
toms being observed by "Christian"
socie ties today?

Ju st wha t do eggs have to do with
Chr ist a nd his resurrection? Wh at
do rabbits an d eggs have in com­
mon? Ra bbits most assuredly do not
lay eggs , eve n tho ugh millio ns of
little children are tau ght to assume
they do!

And why "hot cross buns"? Wh y
no t cold triangle ones or j ust pla in
bread? And what was there about
Wed nesday that led to putting ashes
on one's forehead , and what is
really "good" about Friday? And if
Friday was the day Christ was cruci­
fied, then why did he keep insist ing
(Matt. 12:40) he was going to be
th ree comple te days a nd th ree com­
plete nights in the tom b?

He could n't have been, if he was
resu rrected on Su nday morning,
coul d he?

lINI,ASHIS,IASIIR,RABBIIS, AND IGGS...
wmillug~

~u
ill[[

illillrnrnuv

As children , to most of us the
word "Easte r" always meant
bright, colorful , egg-shaped

jelly beans, grass nests with cute
littl e Walt Disney-type bunnies, and
newsreels a bout the big parade on
Fifth Avenue in New York.

The nam e didn 't bother us espe­
cially. It seemed to rhyme with
"yeast" or perh ap s have so mething
to do with a direction like "east."
But everyone seemed to figure it
wa s mighty important to pay it
some specia l a ttention. and. being
normal people who were inclined to
get sta rry-eyed over brightly lit
candy counters, it probably seemed
like a good idea at the time.
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to do with Christ's resurrection?
Where did the "Easter Sunday"

tradit ion come from? How did it
find its way into th e professing
Christian church? Why is it ob­
served throughou t the en tire West­
ern world today?

Where Easter Came From

Believe it or not, Easter was ob­
served tho usands of years before the
time of Christ and the beginning of
the Christian era!

"Easter" is merely the sligh tly
changed Engli sh spelling of the
name of the ancien t Assyrian god­
de ss Ishtar. It was pronounced by
the Assyrians exactly as we pro ­
nounce "Easter" today.

Hislop says in The Two Babylons
tha t Easter " bea rs its Cha ldean ori­
gin on its very forehea d. Easter is
not hing else than Astarte, one of the
titles of Be lt is , t he 'queen of
hea ven : whose name , as pro­
nounced by the people of Nineveh,
was evidently identical with that
now in commo n use in this country"
(p. 103).

In the Bible, God conde mns th e
worship of As tarte, the "Queen of
Heaven: ' as the most abom inable of
all pagan idolat ries. In connection
with the Easter celebration, God
specifically condemns sunrise ser­
vices (Ezek. 8: 13- 18) and the mak­
ing of " ho t cross bu ns" (Jer. 7: 18­
20; 44 : 19).

How d id th is pagan celebrat ion
ever become one of the two most
important ho lida ys of the professing
Christian church?

Eas ter a Counterfeit of
God's Passover

Now read the facts for yo urself.
The Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th
edi tion , article "Easter," says :
"There is no indication of the obser­
vance of the Easter festival in the
New Testament or in the writings of
the Apostolic Fathers . . . The first
Christians continued to observe the
Jewish festivals, though in a new
spirit, as commem orations of events
wh ich th ose festi val s had fo re­
shadowed. Th us tbe Passover, with
a new conception added to it, of
Chri st as the true Paschal Lamb and
the firstfruits from the dead, contin­
ued to be observed."

Hislop sta tes, "The festival, of
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which we read in church history, un­
de r the name of Easter, in the third
and fou rth centuries . . . at that tim e
was not known by any such name as
Eas te r. It was ca lled . . . Pass­
over . . .. Th at festival ag reed origi­
nally with the time of the Jewish
Passover, when Christ was cruci­
fied . ... That festival was not idola­
trous. and wa s preceded by no
Lent " (p . 104).

God's Passover pictured Christ's
death.

Co n tra s t this with Ea ster. It
claims to com me morate Christ's res­
urrection - not his dea th.

When did this clever cou nterfeit
creep into the professing Christian
church?

How Easter Became "Christian"

Eas ter was a pagan festiva l long
before Christia nity a nd the New
Testament Church ever existed. It
ancien tly commemo rates the Friday
death and supposed Sunday resur­
rec tion of Nimrod. the false pagan
savior.

In the grea t apostasy which swept
through the New Testament world
in the latter part of the first cen tury ,
th is pagan "Good Friday-Easter
Su nday" trad ition was fa lsely ap­
plie d to the dea th and resu rrection
of the true Savior, Jesus Christ , It
was ma de to appear "Christian."

Thi s teaching becam e especially
popula r in the a rea a round Rom e.
But in As ia M ino r, where th e
a post le Paul ha d e s tah lish ed
ch urches, the New Testamen t Pass­
over cont inued to be observed on
Nisan 14.

The Encyclopaedia Britannica ar­
ticle "Easter" states: "Generally
speaking, the Western Churches
kept Easter on the first day of the
week, while the Eas tern Churches
followed the Jewish rule."

This difference soon led to serious
controversy. Gradua lly the Greek
and Asian churches began to suc­
cumb to the pagan tradit ion. Th e
article re ferred to abov e sta tes:
" Polycarp, th e disciple of John the
Eva nge list, and bishop of Smyrna,
visited Rom e in 159 to confer with
Anice tus, the bisho p of that See, on
the subject, and urged the tradition
which he had received from the
a pos tle of observing the 14th day.
An icetus, however , declin ed."

T he s to ry doesn' t end he re .
"About forty yea rs lat er [A.D . 1971
the q uestion was discussed in a very
different spirit between Victor,
hishop of Rom e, and Polycrates,
metropol itan of proconsular Asia
[the territory of the churches estab­
lished by the apostle Pau l). That
province was the on ly portion of
Christendom which still adhered to
the Jewi sh usage. Victor demanded
that a ll should ado pt the usage pre­
vailing at Rome. T his Polycra tes
firmly refused to agree to, and urged
many weighty rea sons to the con­
trary, whereupon Victor proceeded
to excommunicate Polycrates and
the Christians who contin ued the
Eastern usage. He was. however, re­
stra ined from actua lly proceedi ng to
enforce the decree of exco mmu­
n icat ion . .. a n d th e As iati c
Churc hes retained their usage un­
molested . We find the Jewish usage
from time to time reasserting itself
after this, but it never prevailed to
any la rge extent ."

It d id, however , crop up from
time to time as an irksome and an­
noyin g issue that ca used disunity in
the pro fessing Christian church .
When the paga n Roman Emperor
Constantine convoked the Council
of Nicaea in A.D. 325, he ordered
the bishops to sell Ie the mailer once
and for a ll. It was one of the two big
issues of the council.

Council Confirms Roman Usage

"The dec ision of the council was
unanimous that Easter was to be
kept on Sunday, and on the same
Sunday throughout the world , and
that 'none hereafter should follow
the blin dn ess of the Jews" (ibid.) .

In the spiri tua lly darkened mind s
of those at the co uncil, any thing
tha t was biblica l - anything that
God commanded - was "Jewish ."

The bishops at Nicaea so ab­
horred anything they thought to be
Jewish that they "decided that Eas­
ter Day sho uld a lways be on a Sun­
day, but never at the same time as
the feast of the Jcws. If the 14th
Nisan fell on a Sun day, Easler Day
was transfe rred to the following
Sunday"! (Burns, The Council of
Nicea, p. 46.)

"Fo r how," explains Constantine,
"could we who are Christians possi­
bly keep the same day as those
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wicked Jews?" (Arian Controversy,
G watkin, p. 38.)

So strong was the anti-Jewish
feeling that pork or ham - an
abomination to the Jews - was de­
liberately eaten on Easter to show
utte r contempt for anyt hing "Jew­
ish ."

Thus the Nicaean Council - re­
garded by the world as one of the
grea t milestones of Christ ianity ­
condemned observance of the New
Tes tament Passover without even
looking into the Bible. And by "v io­
lence and bloodshed" - as history
shows (Hislop, p. 107) - the obser­
vance of the pagan Easter was en­
forced in its place.

Does It Make Any Difference?

Some will still say, "Yes, I know
that Easter has a pagan origin, and I
can plainly see that Christ was not
resurrected on a Sunday. But as
long as we keep Easter in a Chris­
tian spirit as a kind of remembrance
of Ch rist's resur rection, wha t differ­
ence does it make? After all, regard­
less of the significance of the day or
the various customs associated with
it, we're doi ng it to rememb er the
resurrection of Christ, aren't we?"

Not the Christ of the Bible, you're
no t! Really, thoug h, it doesn't make
a bit of difference - if Christ is not
al ive, if the Bible is not the Word of
God, and if there is no Go d.

Because if there is no God and
we're left free to pick and choose
whatever custom most appea ls to us
for our own religions, then let's have
at it with grea t zeal! But, at least,
let' s ca ll a spade a spade - and
realize the true significance of the
symbo ls we use.

But since there is a God and since
Jesus Christ really did walk out of
his tomb, then it does mak e a tre­
mend ous difference - to Christ!

There is not a single word in the
.Bible telling us to observe Easter.
Instead , Go d thunders, "Learn not
the way of the heathen" (Jer. 10:2) .
And any encyclopedia will tell you
that Easter is a pagan festival, long
antedating Christianity. More de­
tailed proof is available in our sur­
prising free bookle t, The Plain Truth
About Easter!

Are you going to obey God? The
choice is yours. 0
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(Continued fr om page 1)

But by about 1960 something sig­
nificant had happened. The average
Am erican wage was about three
times higher than that pa id in Brit­
ain and Europe and almost four
times higher than tha t paid in Ja­
pan . But meanwhile, the Common
Market had given Euro pean nations
a MASS MARKET, and they had gone
to mass-machine production . Re­
sult : European nations had come to
mass-machine production with lo w­
cost labor, while the Un ited States
had mass-machin e produ ction with
HIGH-cost labo r.

Th is in turn got the U.S. dollar
into trouble abroad du e to unequal
cash balances.

But this is only a partial ex­
planation of what skyrocketed the
United States up to the highest per
capita income - the highest living
standard of the nation as a whole of
any nation in the history of man­
kind . And it also is on ly a partial
explanation of the present downturn
of that affluent living standard.

A maj or cause lies in much
deeper roots and involves a history
of upwards of 3,000 yea rs. Actually,
what is now happenin g - this sud­
den downward trend in American
prosperity, the accelerat ing trend
worldwide of increasing violence,
wars, overthrow of governments of
nations at the fate of one a month,
and world evils in genera l - is the
beginning of a stagger ing climax of
world trouble such as never oc­
curred before.

World leaders do not realize
what's coming. They are almost to­
ta lly un aw ar e. They have been
falsely educa ted into closing their
minds to the CA USES of great world
events. They ha ve been educated to
ignore causes and deal with effects.

The world's best minds are in ig­
norance of the unprecedented cata­
clysm tha t is about to strike. It has

been laid out in ad vance for thou­
sands of years in prophecy. But the
prophecies have not been under­
stood or believed because the vita l
KEY that could unlock prophecies
has been LOST!

That key is the identity of the
United States and the British na­
tions in biblical prophecies. It's all
explained in our free booklet The
United States and British Common­
wealth in Prophecy.

This booklet shows that it was
prophesied long ago that, beginning
1800-1 803 , the Unite d States and
Britain would suddenly spring to
the grea test wealth and power ever
attained by any nation. God had
promised that. It happened!

These nations reached the zenith
of world power and wealth by the
yea r 1950. The most amazing fact of
world history is the sudden sky­
rock eting of two nations - the
Unite d Sta tes and Britain - to un­
precedented wea lt h and power.
The British and Americans came
into possession of more than two
thirds - almost thre e fourths - of
the cultivated wealth and resources
of the WHOLE WORLD! All other na­
tion s combine d sha red betw een
them less than a third !

Wh at CAUSED thi s un equal ed
surge to wea lth and powe r?

Abraham Lincoln answered : "We
find ourselves in the peaceful pos­
session of the fairest por tion of the
earth, as regards fertility of soil, ex­
tent of territory, and sa lubrity of cli­
ma te .... We .. . find ' ourselves the
legal inheri tors of these funda men­
tal blessings. We toiled not in their
acqu isition or the establ ishment of
them."

Again Lincoln said, " I t is the dut y
of nations, as well as of men, to owe
their dependence upon the over­
rulin g power of God . . . and to rec­
og nize the s ub lime tr u th , a n­
nounced in the Holy Scriptur es and
proven by all history, that those na­
tions only are blessed whose God is
the Lord. ... We have been the re­
cipients of the choicest blessings of
heaven. We have been preserved ,
these many yea rs, in peace and
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prosperity. We have grown in num­
bers, wealth and power as no other
nation ever has grown, but we ha ve
fo rgotten God! We have forg otten
the gracious Han d which preserved
us in peace, and mu ltip lied and en­
riched and strengthened us; and we
have vainly imagi ned, in the deceit­
fulness of our hearts, that all these
blessings were produced by some
superior wisdom and virtue of our
own."

The living God gave us this vast ,
un precedented prosperity.

Lincoln saw a nat ion tha t had for­
gotten God - a na tion d runk with a
success not due to its own efforts - a
na tion taki ng all the credi t and
glory to itself. This great president
ca lled for a day of fast ing and
prayer to confess the na tional sins
before God. The fate of the nation
was then hanging in the balance.
God hea rd and answered - the na­
tion was saved.

But today the threat is a thousand
times greater. And today there is no
nati onal leader with the UNDER­
STANDI NG, the courage, and the
faith to brin g our nat ions to their
knees for our deliverance.

What have we done with these
multi tudes of national and individ­
ual blessings which actually were
the gift of the living God? God d id
NOT promise to continue the bless­
ings if we rebelled . We have been
rebellious and unwi lling to yield to
our God and HIS WAY S which
would have guaran teed lasting
peace and prosperi ty. We have be­
come arrogan t and selfish. We have
polluted the fertile lands th e living
God GAVE US. We have polluted the
air , the rivers, lakes and ocea ns. We
have polluted our own minds and
those of our children - teaching the
an ti-God fab le of evolution. We
have given publ ic acceptance to the
misnamed "new morality" which is
gross IMmorality! We have given
pub lic accep tance to homosexuality,
premarital sex, and perversio n. We
have pollu ted the sacred institution
of marriage, and throu gh a con­
stantly increasing divorce rate, we
have started on a course of destroy -
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ing th e home and family relation ­
ship - the fou ndation of any sta ble
society.

We have filled our lands with
crime - with corruption in high
places - with vio lence.

Speak ing of this very cond ition
and time, God says in the prophecy
of Leviticus 26, " I will break the
prid e of your power. "

Fifty years ago we had less power,
but we had PRIDE in our power.
When a Ge rman batt leship was
stea ming towa rd Man ila Bay, Presi­
dent Th eodore Roosevelt sent a
stro ng note to Kaiser Wilhelm de­
manding the immed iate withdrawal
of the battleship. When the Kaiser
ignored the demand, "Teddy" sent
another no te. Only, as I myself

Today there is no national
leader with the understanding,
the courage, and the faith to
bring our nations to their
knees for our detiverance.

heard him say, he did not send th is
note to the Kaiser. He sent it to
Admi ra l Dewey, in command of the
U.S. Pacific Flee t. It instructed
Dewey to steam with the whole fleet
full speed toward the German bat ­
tleship, to fire one warni ng shot over
her mast, and if she did not there­
upon turn around. the note in­
struc ted, " SINK HER. " Roose velt
said, "The Kaiser lea rned that 1
MEANT IT!"

But we as nations have turned
from the God who so richly blessed
us. And He is now withdrawing the
blessings.

T he United Sta tes has now won
its LAST WAR! We were defeated hu­
miliatingly in Sou th Vietnam by
little North Vietnam. We have the
power, but W E ARE AFRA ID TO USE

IT! Our high standa rd of living is
sta rting DOWNWARD. Our defea t in
Sou th Viet nam and our Watergat e
scandal - followed by the CIA
scanda l - have grea tly weakened
the respec t other nations had for us.

Euro peans had re lied o n the
United States for pro tection against
Ru ssia. T hey are fast losing con-

fidenee in that reliance. Soo n they
wi ll unite P O L ITI CA L L Y a n d
MILITARILY in a gigantic U.S. of Eu­
ROP E - a resurrection of the once
powerful "Ho ly Rom an Empire."
And it will be a threat tha t could
DESTROY the U.S. and Brita in.

Already the once proud British
Empire has crumbled . T hey were
PROU D of their power - a PROU D

people. T hey are no longer a major
nation.

Now, as othe r prop hecies reveal,
the United Stat es and the British
people s are to be visited soon by
such ext reme drought and famin e
tha t disease epidemics following in
their wake will take millions of lives
- up to one thi rd of our pop u­
lations! When the heaven above us
is as iron and the earth is as brass
(Lev iticus 26: 19), our nations will
realize tha t needed rain does not
come from iron above. and an earth
like bra ss does not soak up ra in nor
grow crops.

"A nd ," con tinues the pro phecy,
"your strength shall be spe nt in
vain : for yo ur land sha ll not yield
her increase, neith er shall the trees
of the land yield the ir fruits" (Lev .
26:20).

But continue the prophecy: "And
[after this] if ye walk con tra ry unto
me, and will not hear ken unto me; 1
will bri ng seven times more plagues
upon yo u accord ing to your sins... .
And I will bring a sword upon
you . . ." - INVASION - NUC LEAR

DESTRUCTION! (Lev . 26:21, 25.)
Unless these nations do turn to

our God and to HIS RIGHTEOUS
WAvs OF LIFE, this and other proph­
ecies warn of another third of our
people being destroyed by military
invasion. Ou r CITIES shall be de­
stroyed - undoubtedly by NUCLEAR
holocaust - and our people will go
into CAPTIVITY AS SLAVES!

But UNDE RSTAND THIS! With
God, pun ishment is CORRECTION for
our GOOD - not revenge! Prophecy
shows OU R PEOPLE IN CAPT IVITY

AND SLAVERY at the time of Christ's
coming!

B UT THEN will come DELIV­
ERA NCE, a t Christ's coming, and
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The Lesson of Angola

Iff- S,,;,J
by Stanley R. Rader

Nassau, Bahamas. February 16 ,
1976: Former Secretary of Defense
James R. Sch lesinger , forced to re­
sign late last year after losing a
power struggle in Washington with
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger,
has written in the February issue of
Fortune that " global realit ies have
thrust us [the American people} into
a role that we might have preferred to
avoid. It is an unenviable fate. Yet , it
mu st be faced soberly. Th ere is no
escape." Mr. Schlesinger sees a
specter arising and haunting Europe
- a spec ter of Soviet hege mony re­
su lting from the steady expansion of
the military power of the Soviet state.

He is not alone, however, in his
concern. Mrs. Margaret Thatcher,
leader of Great Britain's Conservative
Party, is likewise concerned. She has
re centl y stated th at the st ra teg ic
threat to Great Britain and its West­
ern allies from Soviet power was
greater now than at any moment
since th e end of World War II.
NATO' s Ge ne ral Ale xan der Haig,
Supreme Allied Commander in Eu­
rope, agrees that Soviet power is
greater than ever before on the sea,
in the air, and on land, and it threat­
ens not only Europe but also Japan ,
the Middle East. and Afr ica. Russia,
he has said. has risen from a regional
or continental power to become a su­
per powe r playing a global, imperial­
istic role.

Such power , General Haig has
cautioned, will not be controlled by
mere rhetoric. The re can be only one

W ORLD PEACE. with OUR PEOPLES

ele vated to once aga in become the
HEAD - in greater prosper ity and
blessings than ever before - and
wi th our peop les turn in g to and re­
ceiving SP IRITUAL SALVATION AND

ETERN AL LIFE!

WH Y have th ose who profess to
base their rel igion on the BIBLE
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answer - the maintenance of equiva­
lent Western power. With in NATO, he
has said, with twice the industrial
base and one and one half times the
human re sources, this power is
clearly greater - given the will.

Mrs. Tha tche r has said the West
will wind up on the scrap heap of
history if it cannot learn the lesson of
wha t the Soviets and their 12,000 Cu­
ban proxies have successfully ac­
complished in Angola. It is either
stan d up to future challenges or see
the entire world ruled within a short
period of time by Pax Sovie tica .

Angola is not the only area where
Russia is operating in Africa. Russia
is now operating through its "techni­
cal advisers" In Algeria, Libya. So­
malia, Guinea, Nigeria, Uganda, and
Mozambique. Such an elaborate net­
work of Russian activity in Africa re­
flects a policy - both economi c and
military - which should give rise to
great concern in Washington and
elsewhere in the West.

Yet, despite Mr. Kissinger's gen­
eral eHorts toward " detente" and de­
spite his statements in Congress and
on his recent swing through Latin
America denouncing the Soviet inter­
vention in Angola, the U.S. response
has encouraged additional Soviet ac­
tivity in Africa and elsewhere.

The Plain Truth has warned of the
danger from the Soviet Union and
from communism in general for more
than 40 years. In issue after issue, its
pages have bee n devoted to warning
the American people, as well as its

never WARNED our people of these
plai n and clear PROP HECIES?

I have been comm issioned by th e
living GOD to get out this WARN ING
to our peoples - as well as to take
Chr ist's last MESSAGE to Ge nt ile na­
tions for a warning to ALL NA TIO NS!

Sure, I get persecut ed for it. Sure
I've had to make unreali zed per-

friends in the West (readers through­
out the wo rld in the English, French ,
German , Spanish, and Dutch lan­
guage s), of the Soviet threat or ot th e
specter of Soviet hegemony , as Mr.
Sc hlesinger has referred to it. Mrs.
Thatcher was right that we must
learn our lesson from Angola - and
there is not much time to do so.

As I write this column, it is just a
litfle diHicult to remember that the
world is such a dangerous place and
th at we are tru ly confronted wit h
such an ominous threat to our future
security. Nassau is truly beautiful,
and we are enjoying one of its more
beautifu l days. Mr. Herbert Arm ­
strong and I are here for another of
his personal appea rances, and just a
few hours ago we completed our in­
terviews with two loca l newspapers,
several international wire services,
and the national radio network. Mr.
Armstrong once again stressed that
man is in a position now to destroy all
hum an life and that the wor ld will
know more chaos and more destruc­
t ion, although man will no t be per­
mitt ed to destroy himself ent irely.
Once again, he emphasized a strong,
supernatural, intervening hand will
be necessary to prevent cosmocide.
On Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
nights he wil l tell his audiences more
about the world tomorrow, as well as
this troubled wor ld today.

Postscript We have just received
word from Japan that one of our
greatest friends and one of Japa n's
great leaders has died. Dr. Nob u­
moto Ohama, former president of
Wa useda University and a man who
has worked throughout his long life
in br inging about bette r understand­
ing between the people of Japan and
the Uni ted States, had cooperated
with us in so many ways throughout
the years as we have striven to build
a bridge between his people and
ours . He had recently ag reed to
serve as the Chairman of the Am­
bassador Internat ion a l Cultu ra l
Foundation of Tokyo , Japan. 0

sonal SAC RIFICES for it - but SOME­

BODY has to have the courage to DO

IT, and the l iv in g Christ has call ed
and chosen me. A nd our great God
con tin ues to bless me with yo uth,
strength, dynamic energy and vi tal­
i ty. A nd I kn ow, tha t wi th YOUR
PRAYERSand help back of me, i t wi ll
be accompl ished ! 0
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HUMAN NATURE
(Continued from page 13)

words or direct communication, as
He talked with Moses and God's
prophets . G od reached Cyru s
through Cyrus ' spirit. God stirred up
his spirit, causing him to want to do
it. God did cause King Cyrus to
know that in issuing this proclama­
tion he was doing it according to the
will of God .

Utilizing this same principle,
Satan, prince of THE POWER OF THE
AtR, stirs the spirits of humans, in­
jecting into them attitudes, moods,
and impulses of selfi shness, vanity,
lust, and greed , attitudes of resent ­
ment against authority, of jealousy
and envy, of competition and strife ,
of resentment and bitterness, of vio­
lence, murder, and war. People do
not recogni ze the source of these at­
titudes, feelings, motives, and im­
pulses. As I said, they do not SEE the
invisible Satan. They hear no au­
dibl e voice. They do not know the
attitude came from Satan (Rev .
12:9). But they come to FEEL such
attitudes, impulses , a nd desires.
Th at is how Satan DECEIVES TH E
WHOLE WOR LD.

People will feel depressed and
won't realize why. But those una­
ware of this phenomenon, with this
self-centered a ttitude being broad­
ca st and injected into their
unsuspecting minds from earlie st
childhood , do, to a greater or lesser
degree, ab sorb it until it become s
their normal attitude. It becomes
habitual. It does not, of course, ex­
hibit the same degree of effect in all
minds - one person will become
more evil than another. But the na t­
ural tendency is there. They come to
have it naturally. It becomes their
very NATURE. And we call it
"human nature."

All this is an outstanding example
of just how subtle Satan is! The fin­
est and most brilliant human minds
have been deceived by it. Thus the
WHOLE WORLD has been swayed by
Satan into what I often term, sim­
ply, the "GET" way of life - the way
that has become HABITUAL and NAT­
URAL which we term "HUMAN NA­
TURE."

Few realize how many passages
in the Bible, especially in the New
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Testament. warn us about Satan
and his subtlety. But first, before I
take you to more of these, let us
follow on through this 2nd chapter
of Ephesians .

In chapter I of this letter to the
church at Ephesus, the apostle Paul
gives thanks and praise to God who
has blessed "us" (the converts at
Ephesus and Paul - all Christians)
with every spiritual blessing within
the heavenly sphere. God had cho­
sen us before we were born - before
the foundation of the world - pre­
destinated to be called to spiritual
salvation. God has richly lavished on
us His grace. He shows that we
being called in this time - this New
Testament "church age" - are the
first to be called to this glorious
grace (emphasizing that this is NOT
the time God is trying to save the
world , but only those predestined to
be called NOW). Paul has heard of
their faith and never ceases to give
thanks for it. He prays for their eyes
to be opened fully to the awesome
human potential - the supreme
greatness of their divine heritage.

I urgently suggest the reader ca re­
fully read this first chapter in the
Moffatt translation. As tran slated by
Moffatt I think it is one of the most
beautiful, uplifting, and inspiring
pieces ofl iterature I have ever read .

Now the highlights of chapter 2:
You Christians at Ephesus were
spiritually dead, but Christ ha s
given you the impregnation of eter­
nal life. You are now spiritually
alive. In the past you lived accord­
ing to the way of this world (the
SELF-centered way), according to the
PRINCE OF THE POW ER OF THE AIR.

In II Corinthians 4:4 Satan is called
the god of this world , who has
blinded the minds of those who do
not believe in Christ and His truth.
NOT that they inherited this spiri­
tual blindness - but that Satan
blinded those living in that genera­
tion directly.

But here in Ephesians 2 Satan is
referred to as the PRt NCE OF THE
POWER OF THE AtR! Noti ce the word
PO WER - the POWER of the air.
Then it calls him the SPIRIT (being)
that NOW - the time when they
were living - actually was WORK­
ING IN those of the world who were
not obedient - that is, the world in
general. The Phillips translation in

modern English renders this: "You
[then] drift ed along in the stream of
this world's ideas of living, and
obeyed its unseen ruler [who is still
operating in those who do not re­
spond to the truth of God]."

Emphatically this shows Satan is
the UNSEEN one who, unre alized by
the people , is actually swaying their
minds, leading them in what I term
the "GET" way.

The Phillips tran slation continues
(verse 3): "We all lived like that in
the past, and followed the impulses
and imaginations of our evil na­
ture . .. like everyone else." Th is
"nature" has been acquired from
Satan. It was not inherited from our
parents. It was not created in us by
God. That which has become habit­
ual a nd therefore natural becomes a
NATURE within us.

Such nature IS NOT hereditary,
but an acquired characteristic. This
very passage shows the AUT HOR of
this "nature" to be Satan, NOT GOD.
The next words in the Phillips trans­
lation are : "being under the wrath
of God by nature." It would make
no sense at all for God's wrath to be
on us BECAUSE OF WHAT G OD PUT

WITHtN us. Adam was NOT created
with this ··E VIL nature." Adam ac­
qu ir ed it from Satan . Lu cifer
(Satan) was created PERFECT. He ac­
qu ired it by false reasonin g. These
Ephesians, in their generat ion, had
acquired it from Satan. But now, IN
CHRtST, through His grace, Christ
had given them LIFE, who were spiri­
tually dead because of this acquired
evil nature.

But how a bo ut the converted
Christian? His spirit, like all others,
is tuned on Satan's wavelen gth . Th e
same tendency, j ust as if this evil
nature were inherent in him from
birth , is present. Satan has been in­
jecting it since early childhood . But
the true Christian has repented of
that WAY. He has REJECTED it. He
has turned from it. He has accepted
and turned to GOD'S way - the way
of GOD'SGOVERNMENT!

The passage in Ephesians 2 ex­
plains it. People generally, in the
world , are spiritua lly dead . They
have gone along with the rest of the
world in the self-centered way. As
the Phillips tran slation rend ers it,
they have "drifted along on the
stream of this world's way of living."
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They have "obeyed its UNSEEN rul er
[who is still ope ra ting in those who
d o no t respo nd to the truth of
God )."

I have qu ot ed from the Phillips
translation , not beca use it is a mo re
accurate or dependable translation.
but becau se it b rough t ou t the
meaning more clearly in this par­
ticular passage.

Conversion does not disconnect
Satan's wavelength. The tendency
to become resentful over real or fan­
cied wrongs o r injustices from
others. the tendency to try to get the
best of others. may still prove a
temptati on . THESE are the things the
converted Christian must strive 10

o vercome!
W h e n Jesu s spoke of OVER­

COMING . He referred to ove rcoming
these W AYS of Satan, which are co n­
t ra ry to GOD'S way . The Christian
must. as Peter was inspired to write.
GROW in grace and in the KNO WL ­

EDGE of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

We rea d in Jam es 4: "Submit
yourselves therefore to God. Resist
the devi l. a nd he will flee from yo u."
This is speak ing of resistin g these
very self-centered thou ght s. atti ­
tudes, tendencies. and ways which
Sat an injected into us from child­
hood a nd is constantly broadcasting
and injecting into unsuspecting
minds thr ough the spirit in man.

However, no man is IMPELLED to
respon d to and obey these im pulses
being broadcast by Satan. Satan has
no power to FOR CE anyone to think
or do wrong. But the unsuspecting
a uto ma tica lly do without fully rea l­
izing wh at is tak ing place in their
m inds. They drift along.

The passage in II Co rinthians 4 :4
adds cla rity to the entire thesi s that
this evil spiritual nature in humans
has been acquired. individually by
ea ch person. from Satan .

Before I became familiar with ra­
dio. I cou ld no t have unde rstood
HOW Sata n injects this evil atti tude
into humans. He is a SUPER pow­
ERFUL spirit be ing. He was se t on a
th ron e as king over the ea rth . He
himself. by his ow n reasoning pro­
cesses, acquired this evil nature. God
did not create it in him (Ezek .
28: 15). T ho ugh disquali fied now to
ad min ister the GOVERN MENT OF
G OD over the ea rth. he mu st rem ain
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here UNTlL his successo r has quali­
fied AND been inducted into office.
Th ere is a REASON why Christ has
not YET come to take over that of­
fice. remove Satan , and restore the
govern me nt of God .

Before Jesus Christ could qu al ify
to restore the GOVERNMENT OF GO D
a nd RULE a ll nati on s. He had to
withstan d Satan 's most seve re temp­
tati on . You'll read of that supreme
st ruggle in the 4th cha pter of Mal­
th ew. Jesus had to - in human flesh
- reject Satan's way and teach and
prove OBEIlIENT to the GOVERNMENT
OF GOD - so H e can RESTORE it on
earth!

It was immediately after that ­
a fter Christ QUALIFIED to resto re the
GOVERNMENT OF GOD to earth ­
t ha t J esu s ca me into Ga li lee ,
preach ing the gos pel of the KING­
DOM OF GOD. a nd saying. The tim e
is fulfi lled (Ma rk 1:1, 14-15). It was
never fulfilled until that titan ic
s trugg le in which J esu s resisted
Satan. conquered him. a nd showed
His MASTERY ove r him .

No w notice so mething yo u proba­
bly never rea lized before:

I ha ve sa id repe at ed ly TIllS IS
NOT TH E TI ME G OD IS TRY ING TO
CONVERT THE WHOLE WORLD. H e is
ca lling only a comparative VER Y
FEW. now.

WH Y? WHY does not God ca ll
eve ryone on earth NOW?

Are those of us ca lled NOW get­
tin g a rea l SPECIAL deal?

Well. THINK OF THIS: We, now
called , must resist Satan , who will
PULL OUT ALL STOPS to attack and
DESTROYthose of us called NOW!

All others a re drift in g along
SATAN'S WAY ANYWA Y. Sure. he
broadcasts to sway every one to his
SELF-centered way . contrary to
Goo's WAY. But he has the whol e
world al ready going his way. But
those of us who have turned from
his way, are fighting to OVERCOME
it. and who a re turn ing to God's way
- the WAY of God's GOVERNMENT ­
a re the ones Satan HATES. He seeks
specia lly to destroy us! Withou t
God's protection and restrainin g
power over Satan, we could never
make it!

Few, even a mo ng profe ssing con­
verted Christians, realize the vital
and SUPREME NEED to be conscious
and con stantly aware of Satan's ef-

fort s to get to US. who already have
turned from Satan 's way a nd 10 the
WAY of the GOVERNMENT OF G OD.
For this very rea son . Sat an has got­
ten to and overthrown many who
ha ve fa llen away (II Thes. 2:3).

Few act ively heed wha t God,
th rou gh Pa ul, sai d lat er to the Eph ­
esia ns: "Finally. my brethren. be
strong in the Lord . and in the power
of his migh t. Put on the who le ar ­
mor of God. that ye ma y be able to
stan d against the wiles of the devil.
For we wrestle not agai nst flesh and
blood. but against principal ities,
aga inst POWERS, against the rulers
of th e darkness of this world,
against spiri tua l wickedness [wicked
SPIRtTS] in HIGH PLACES" (Eph .
6: 10- 12).

Ther e is a reason WHY God
a llows those pr ed estina ted to be
ca lled NOW to have to withsta nd
Satan and his REBELLION AGAINST
THE GOVI'RNMENT OF GOD.

It is necessary - in order for us to
QUALIFY to become rulers (under
Christ) in the KINGDOM OF GOD ­
that we NOT ONI.Y reject Sat an 's
false way but strive against it unt il
we OVERCOME IT. relyin g a ll the
while on GOD for the power to do so.

As we. fro m ea rliest childhood
growing up. acqu ired Sa tan's na ture.
so . throug h conversion a nd the
st ruggle of OVERCOMING. we rid ou r­
selves of it. We ACQUIRE, instead.
the DIVINE NATURE. Peter wrote tha t
we become hpARTAKERS OF TIlE DI­
VINE NATU"E" (II Pet. I :4). We most
certain ly were not born with it.

So, Lucifer ACQUIRED that satanic
natu re by his own reasoning and
choice. H umans hav e ACQUIRED
Satan's nature from childhood an d
call it " huma n nature." But con ­
verted Christian s, who reject Satan's
way and OVERCOME it, turning to
Goo's WAY, BECOME PARTAKERS OF
- i.e., ACQUIRE - the DIVINE NA­
TURE. But for God 's PURPOSE, it was
necessa ry that we first know and to­
tally REJECT Sa ta n's way a nd accept
GOD'S GOVERNMENT.

Wh en God does set out to CALL
EVERY HUMAN ON EA RTH to spiritua l
sa lva tion. Satan will be BOUND a
thou sand yea rs. unable to broad cast
hi s im p ulses a nd a tt itudes. T he
world will be a t PEA CE ! Those
ca lled then will not hav e to battle
what we Christians have to now. But
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WHY? There has to be a GOOD REA­
SON !

To those of us being called, NOW,
Je su s sai d : " And he th at over­
cometh [Satan and his own self],
and keepeth my works unt o the end,
to him will I give power over the
nations: and he shall rule them with
a rod of iron . . ." (Rev . 2:26-27).

When Christ comes to RULE, as
the KING of kings and LORD of
lords, we who are calle d now will
rule with and under Him , as He
restores the GOVERNMENT OF GOD
to th is ea rth.

No tice agai n: "To him that ove r­
cometh will I grant to sit with me in
my throne, even as I also overca me,
and am set down with my fath er in
his throne" (Rev, 3:2 1). Th ose who
sha ll reign WITH Christ, when He
comes to restore the GO VERN MENT

OF GOD, MUST OVERCOME (and that
includes overcoming SATAN), EVEN
AS JEsus DID!

Now does this apply equally 10

those who sha ll be convert ed after
Christ comes, during the millen­
nium?

The answer is NO! These two
qu otat ions (above) are found in
Je su s ' me s sage to the s e v e n
CHURC HES that spa n this CHURCH
AGE! Th ey do NOT apply to those
called la ter ! Do they apply only to
the era of Thya tira an d Laod icea?
No, they ap ply to ALL the church
age . Th ese seven messages DO apply
to seven successive church eras. BUT
they also apply to the WHOLE
CHURCH through ALL eras. In other
words, the Ephesus characteristics
DOMINATED in the first era , and the
Laod icean will dominate in the last,
but SOME of these characteristics a re
found in EVERY era. T he messages
apply to the WHOLEchurch (and so I
have said and written for 49 yea rs)
bu t certain ch aracter istics pre­
dominate in the various eras.

But GET THI S CRU X POINT! Jesus
had to QUALiFY to RULE the earth.
God's WHOLE PURPOSE IS TO RE­
STORE THE GO VERN MENT of GOD on
earth and set up the KI NGDOM OF
GOD, Jesus had to resist and over­
come the temptations - very special
ones - of SATAN. Are WE to rul e
without any such qu al ificati ons? Of
course not ! Those who are to rule
with and under Christ when He re­
stores the GOVERNMENT to the earth
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MUST QUALIFY - mu st turn FROM
Satan's WAY TO Goo's W AY. that is,
to the GOVERNMENT of GOD. We
must root out - root and branch ­
Satan's AITITUD E and W AY, and so
thoroughly that we shall make it IM­
POSSIBL E e ver to turn again to
Satan's way - IMPOSS18lE ro SIN
(I John 3:9) .

Those ca lled to spiritual salvation
AFTER Christ comes will not have to
battle Satan ,

Noti ce. Matthew 25 and Revela­
tion 20:

First , Matthew 25 , beginnin g
verse 31: "When the Son of man
shall come in his glory , and all the
holy ange ls with him, then shall he
sit upon the throne of his glory."
Christ is coming in all the supreme
POWER and GLORY of the Crea tor
Goo ! He is coming to RESTORE THE

GOVERNMENT OF GOD over the
WH OLE EARTH - over ALL NAT IONS!

One SU PER W OR LD GOVERNMENT!

He will restore the throne of David
a t Jerusalem. Since 1968 we have
been in joint participa tion with He­
brew University and the Israel Ar­
chaeological Society in clearing off
some 50 feet or mor e of debris
which has co vered the a ncien t
throne of David, which existed some
2,500 yea rs ago .

Continue: "And before him shall
be gathered all nation s" (verse 32).
He is coming to RULE the WORLD ­
to RESTORE th e GOVERN MENT OF
G OD! Every government is founded
on a basic LAW .

The law of God is unlike any
man-made law of any human gov­
ernment. It is a SPIRITU AL law
(Rom. 7: 14). And it is a HOLY law
(Rom, 7:12). lt is A WAY OF LIFE ­
God's way ! When peopl e are gov­
erned in that way of life, there will
be PEACE, HAPPIN ESS, JOY, ABUN­

D ANCE !

But that basic LAW of the GOV­
ERNMENT OF GOD is a lso the law of
the Christian WAY of life. Sin (spiri­
tually) is the transgression of that
law (I John 3:4). Christ is com ing
also to call ALL PEOPLE to spiritua l
salvation and eternal life. Tha t is
when God will seek to spiritua lly
save THE WH OLE W OR LD - and NOT

TILL THEN!

Continue: "And he sha ll separa te
them one from another, as a shep­
herd divideth the sheep from the

goa ts: and he shall set the sheep on
his right hand, but the goats on the
left. Then sha ll the king say unt o
them on his right hand, Come, ye
blessed of my Fa ther. inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world" (Ma tthew
25:32-34).

The nati ons before the king on his
throne are the nations of this world ,
Th ose called to salvation d ur ing the
chu rch age and previously (proph ­
ets , etc.), will hav e been resurrected
to meet Christ in the a ir, as He de­
scends to ea rth on His retu rn
(I Th es. 4:16-17). Th ey will be rul­
ing with Christ, already being im­
mortal, com posed of spirit (Rev.
2:26-27 ; 3:2 1). Th ey, with Christ,
will compose the KI NGDOM OFGOD,

lt is necessa ry, here. to exp la in
the difference be tween the GOVERN­
MENT OF GOD and the KINGDOM OF
GOD. The GOVERNMENT of God was
esta blished on earth IN PRE-HISTORY
OVER THE ANGELS .

But the KINGDOM of God is BOTH
the GOVERNMENT of God a nd the
FAMILY of God. Those now being
saved spiritually will, in the resur­
rection , INHERIT the kingdom of
God. They shall have been BORN of
God - born into the divine FAMILY
of Go d. T hey sha ll be ma rried to
Christ. Of this divine spi ritual mar­
riage will be bego tten and born spir­
itually children of God all during
the thousand years commencing
with Christ's return to earth as
KI NG .

Now let's not ice the 20th chapter
of Revel ation:

The apostle John is recording
what he saw in vision : "And I saw
an angel come down from heaven,
having the key to the bottomless pit
and a grea t chain in his ha nd. And
he laid hold on the dragon, tha t old
serpent, which is the devil, and
Satan, and bound him a thousand
years" (Rev. 20: 1-2).

When Christ comes again to earth
in supreme POW ER and GLORY, He
sha ll alre ad y have been crowned
with many crowns. The coronation
ceremony will have taken place in
heaven (throne of God the Fa ther)
before His return. Christ then shall
have been qualified AND inducted
into office, I have said before, Sat an
must rem ain on earth swaying the
na tions his way UNTIL Christ, the
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successor, has both qualified AND
been ind ucted into office.

Immediatel y on Christ's return,
Sa tan sha ll be BOUND.

Co nt inue: "And cast him int o the
bottoml ess pit, and shut him up,
and set a sea l upon him, tha t he
should deceive the nations no more,
till the thousan d years sho uld be
fulfilled : an d after that he must be
loosed a litt le seaso n" (verse 3).

Th ose resurrected then shall reign
ove r a ll nations with Christ for a
tho usan d years of PEACEon ea rth.

Imagine what it sha ll be like with
Christ and resurrected saints form­
ing the KINGDOM OF GOD, ru ling
with the GOVERN MENT OF GOD ove r
a ll living humans who sha ll be left
a live. Sa tan will be restra ined from
b roadcasting. Christ will be rul ing
wi th GOD'S WAY of life.

But NOW NOTICE! Verse 7: "And
when the thousand yea rs are ex­
pired, Satan sha ll be loosed out of
thi s prison , and sha ll go out to de­
ce ive the nations which are in the
four quarters of the ea rth . . . to
ga ther them together to battle: the
number of whom is as the sand of
th e sea" (verses 7-8).

Grasp it! T hese a re people at
PEACE! T hey have not been in­
ocula ted with the sa tanic NATURE
we now ca ll " human nature." They
sha ll have bee n living happily in
PERFECT PEACE. Now Satan once
more BROADCASTS. Remember these
nationsareHUMAN. Satan isINVISIBLE to
the m. But not ice the CHANGE come
over them as soon as Satan is loosed
and able again to sway humanity :

Verse 9: "A nd they [the human
nati ons] went up on the bread th of
the ea rth , and compassed the camp
of the sa ints about, and the beloved
city.. . ." Immediat ely " HUMAN NA­
TURE" sha ll have entered into them!
Immedi ately they sha ll have been
filled with en vy and jealousy against
the sa ints of God, filled with wrath
and violence! But God will not
allow them to destroy. They sha ll
have been told - have been warned
about Satan. " . . . and fire came
down from God out of heaven, and
devoured them . And the devil that
deceived them was cast into the lake
of fire and brimstone . .. and shall
be tormented day and night for ever
and ever."

After this sha ll occur the "G rea t
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White Th rone Judgment" - the res­
urrection of all humanity from the
time of Ada m to Christ's comi ng
who had not been in the first resur­
rection or ca lled by God. In th is
j udgmen t is to be " the book of life,"
mea ning many, perhaps most, shall
then find spiritua l salva tion and
eterna l life. In the time of their
judgment, Sa tan will be GONE!

Up to now, God has ca lled VERY
FEW to spiritua l salvation, con tra ry
to genera l tradit ion and opinion in
the "Christian" world!

From Ad am to Noah we have the
record of only Abel, Enoch, and
Noah - some 1,900 yea rs! From
Noah to Christ, there was Abraham,
Lot , Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, prior
to ca lling the children of Israel out
of Egypt. God NEVER offered spiri­
tual salvation (eternal life) to th e
O.T. nat ion Israel , but only to the
prophets and those ca lled to SPECIA L
DUTY.

From Ad am to Christ, NONE were
called to spiritua l sa lvation except
those called to a S PECIA L MIS­
SION TO PERFORM.

From Christ to now, only a VERY
MINUTE PORTION of humanity has
been called , and they for the SPE­
CIAL MISSIO N of THE G REAT COMMIS­

SION - "G o ye into a ll the world
and preach the GOSPEL" (of the
KINGDOM OF GOD).

We who have been ca lled in th is
"church age" ha ve been ca lled to
quali fy as rulers with and under
Christ in the kin gdom of God, re­
storing the GO VERNMENT OF G OD, in
othe r words, to develop the holy,
righ teous CHARACTER of G od . But
OUR PART in the G REAT COMMISSION

is the assignment God has given as
THE MEANSof preparing us for ruler­
ship with and under Christ when He
comes - and THAT IS NOW SOON !

This installment began with the
qu estion o f wh ether th is evi l
" human nature" is born in a sweet
tiny baby. Let me now, before the
close, qu ote three passages from the
Bible.

"And they brou ght unto h im
[Jesus) also infants, that he wou ld
touch the m. . . . Jesus called them
unto him, and sa id, Suffer little chil­
dren to come unt o me, and forbid
the m not ; for ofsuch is the kingdom
of God" (Lu ke 18:15-16). The evil
natur e which some erroneous ly

have supposed was born in babies is
the na ture of Sa tan' s kingdom, but
"of such" - these babies - is the
kin gdom of GOD.

"At the sa me time came the dis­
cip les unto Jesus, say ing, Who is the
grea test in the kingdom of heaven?
An d Jesus ca lled a litt le child unto
him , and set him in the midst of
them, and sa id, Ver ily I say unto
yo u, Except ye be conve rted. and
become as little children, ye sha ll no t
enter into the kingdom of heaven"
(Ma tt. 18: 1-3).

"Jes us sa id, Suffer lill ie children,
and forbid them not, to come unto
me: for of suc h is the kingdom of
heaven" (Matt. 19: 14).

We humans sta rt o ut a t birth all
righ t. But soon we begin to absorb
and ACQUIRE the selfish, self­
ce n te red a tti tude broad ca st by
Sa tan. But Satan's kingdo m of an ­
ge ls - now turned to demons - re­
j ected the GOVERN MENT OF G OD,
and it was thus removed from ea rt h.

GOD'S PUR POSE in having created
and put !IUMANS on earth was to
develop in them GOD'S own holy
and righteous character. G od wants
a people who will REJECT and over­
come Satan's WA Y OF LIFE and turn
to THE GOVERN MENT OF GOD ­

which is GOD'S WAY of life.
That GOVERNMENT OF GOD exists

a t this tim e on ea rth on ly in the
Worldwide Church of God. Satan is
angry. He ha tes it! He subt ly tries to
injec t into minds und er that govern ­
ment of LOVE a host ility that MIS­
represen ts it as a harsh and cruel
govern me nt of Satan .

But I repeat, LUCIFER was created
by G od "perfect in all his ways , un til
iniqu ity was found in him." He ac­
quired the nature of rebellion and
evil by fa lse reason ing. Adam ac­
quired it fro m Satan. T he Ephesians
(Eph. 2: I) acquired it fr om Satan ­
as has all humanity, except Jesus
Christ. But now, IN CHRIST, th rough
His grace , we may ACQUIRE the DI­
VINE NATURE(II Pet. 1:4).

God's GREAT PURPOSE is to RE­
STORE THE GOVERNMENT OF G OD to
this earth, in and th rough the KING­
DOMOFGOD!

We CAN, by C h ris t's grace,
CHANGE "human nature" and eradi­
cate it entirely from us, replacing it
with the DIVINE NATUR E! 0
(To be continued in future issues)
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Garner Ted Armstrong

SPIAKS DUTI

ATV Program Worth
Your While
Pla in Truth Editor Garner Ted
Armstrong is presently on lo­
cation in Egypt where he is
interviewing top Egyptian offi­
cials and taping on-the-spot
radio and television programs
on the Mideast situation. In
place of his regular column,
we present this informative
background story behind the
Garner Ted Armstrong televi­
sion program.

The Garner Ted Armstron g televi­
sion program is a weekly half­
hour program dealing with top­

ics of social, nati onal , and globa l
import ance. Many Plain Truth read ­
ers are, of course, fami liar with it.
But for those who are not, we would
like to acq uaint yo u with GTA -TV
by letting you read some of the
comments others have mad e about
the program.

One of the first GTA programs this
season was entitled "Nuclear Ene rgy:
Risk or Remedy?" A few days aft er it
a ired we received this letter:

" I wonder if it migh t be possible
for the [U.S.] Senate Committe e of
Government Operations to ob tain
from you a copy of your transcript
from the program 'N uclea r Power ­
Risk or Rem edy?'

" We will be hold ing hearings in
Janua ry on the subject of nu clear
proliferat ion and would certai nly
ap precia te having the kno wled ge
contained in the transcrip t."

The Kansas City Regional Office
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of the Federal Energy Administra­
tion wrote, calling th e program
".. . excellent . .. in tha t it explores
a ll sides of the nuclear issue without
imposin g unwarranted conclusions
upon the viewing audience.... It is
an inva luable document which will
prove bene ficial in increasing en­
ergy awa reness." T heir office re­
qu ested a tape copy of the program
for distribution " . . . among Kan sas,
Miss ou ri , Io wa a nd Nebraska
electric / gas utilit ies , co ns umer /
env ironmenta l groups. sta le energy
offices, public regu latory commis­
sions, and public edu cation insti tu­
tions."

One of January's GTA programs
was on a lcoho lism, entit led " Here's
to Your Last Dr ink." T he Cali forn ia
State Offi ce of Alcoho lism inqui red
about obta ining cop ies of the pro­
gram for their own use. From the ir
letter :

" It was an excellently presented,
well balan ced , and hon estly por­
trayed pictu re of a very serious and
difficu lt prob lem . The problem of
alcoh o li sm a nd a lcohol abuse ,
touchin g so many social, physi­
olog ica l, spiritua l, and psychological
facet s, are very di ffi cult to portray
acc ura tely (let alone to begin to
cope with) ! You and your sta ff are
certainly to be commended for a
very professiona l job."

Th is same program brought sev­
era l letters from health -oriented or­
ganiza tions simila r to the following:

" I am a the rap ist at St. An thony
Hospital (Okla homa City] on the

Alcohol Treatment Un it a nd am in­
tere sted in the possibility of either
borrowing, renting or pu rchasing
[the alcoho lism program] for view­
ing by our alcoholic patients."

Each season one or mo re GTA
programs are genera lly devoted to
explo ring some of the ma rvels and
int ricaci es of nature. One such pro­
gram this yea r was about ocean life,
entitled "Showcase of the Deep ."
An associa te professor of zoology at
Mississippi State University wrot e:

" I was thorou ghly impressed by
your film and, therefore , ca lled the
TV sta tion immediately for more in­
forma tion . . . . I am very interested
in obtainin g this film to show to my
classes in zoology. I wonde r if you
will loan 'Showcase of the Deep' to
us free ."

In addit ion to the top ics men­
tioned above, the GTA program
this season has also dealt with inte r­
national relations (a program en­
titled " NATO: Who Needs It ?"),
ag r ic u l t u re ( " T h e Amer ican
Fa rmer: Caught in the Middle") ,
and personal finances ("Should You
File Bankruptcy?").

Future Programs
Garn er T ed Arm stron g is

p resent ly in Egy pt with sev e ra l
mem bers of ou r television crew and
with our mob ile video tape unit,
which we ca ll the "Video Pod." (It is
constructed to fit inside an a ir­
freight conta ine r so tha t it can be
shipped by a ir to distant locations.)
This trip to Egypt is designed to
produce three on-loca tion programs,
hopefully including one program
primarily composed of a discussion
hetween G arner Ted Armstrong
and Egyptian Presiden t Anwar Sa­
dat. These program s will probably
a ir in April or ea rly May.

Immediately before the Egyptian
trip , Mr. Armst ron g taped a two­
program series on juvenile crime.
And shortly to go int o production is
a program that will examine the
possibility that significant climate
changes are taking place which may
alter the earth's food-growing ability.

Check the G arne r Ted Armstrong
television log. If there is a sta tion in
your area ca rry ing the Garner Ted
Armstrong program , try to ca tch the
remainder of our season. We'll be
trying to mak e it worth yo ur while.

- Ron Horswell
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THE GARNER TED
ARMSTRONG
TELECAST
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U.S. STATIONS

Eastern Time

AK RON - Channel 23, WAKR-TV. 10:30
p.m. Sun .

ALBANY - Chann el 10, WTEN·TV, 2:30
p.m. Sat.

ALPENA - Channel 11, WOKB-TV. 11:30
a.m. Sun .

ATLANTA - Chann el 11, WX IA.TV. 10:30
a.m. Su n.

°BALTIMORE - Channel 45, WBFF.TV.
10:30 p.m. Su n.

'BANGOR - Channel 5, WABJ·TV, 11 :00
a.m. Sun .

BINGHAMPTON, N.Y. - Channel 40. WICZ·
T V. 7:30 p.m. Sat.

CHARLESTON - Channel 2, WCBD-TV .
1:00 p.m. Sun.

CIN CINNATI - ChannelS, WLWT-TV, 11:30
- a.m. Sun.

COLUMBIA - Channel 19, WNOK-TV, 4:00
p.m. Sal.

' COLUMBUS - Channel 4, WCM H-TV.
10:30 a. m. Sun.

DAYTON - Chann el 2, WLWD·TV, 11 :30
a.m. Su n.

FLINT - Channel 12 , WJ RT-TV, 10:30 a.m.
Sun .

GREENVillE, N.C. - Channel 9, WNCr­
TV. 7:00 p.m. Sun.

GREENVILLE - Channel 4, WFBC-TV. 12:30
p.m. Su n.

HUNTINGTON, W.V. - Channel 13 ,
WOW K -TV, 12:30 p.m. Sun.

INDIANAPOLIS - Channel 4, WITV·TV.
12:30 p.m. Sal.

JACKSONV ILLE - Cha nn el 12 , WTLV -TV .
12:30 p.m. Sat.

JOHNSON CITY _. Channel 11, WJH L·TV .
10:30 a.m. Sun.

LAN SING - Chann el 10 , WILX -TV , 10;00
a.m. Sun.

LOUISVILLE - Channel 41 , WDRB.TV. 1:00
p.m. Sal.

NEW YORK - Channel 9, WOR -TV , Rota ting
schedule

PHILADELPHI A - Chan nel 17, WPHL-TV,
11:00 p.m. Sun.
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PORTLAND - Channel 8, WMTW-TV . 11:30
a.m. Sun.

·PORTSMOUTH - Channel 10, WAVY·TV,
12 noon Sun .

·PROVIDENCE - Channel 12, WPRI -TV ,
I :30 p.m. Sat.

SALISBURY - Channel 16, WBO C-TV.
11:00 a.m. Sun.

- SOUTH BEND - Channel 22, WSBT-TV.
11;00 a.m. Sun .

SPRINGFIELD - Channel 40, WHYN -TV ,
1:00 p.m. Sat.

STEUBENVILLE - Channel 9, WSTV -TV ,
12:00 p.m. Sun.

TAMPA - Channel 4, WFLA-T V, 12:30 p.m.
Su n.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Channel 7, WMAL ­
TV , 10:00 a.m. Sun.

WILMINGTON - Channel 6, WECT·TV, 12
noon Sun.

Central Time
ABILENE - Channel 12 , KTXS·TV. 5:30

p.m. Sun.
ALEXANDRIA - ChannelS, KALB·TV. 10:00

a. m. Sun.
AMARILLO - Channel 10, KFDA·TV , 2:00

p.m. Sa l.
- BEAUMONT - Channel 12, KBMT-T V,

12:00 noon Sun .
BISMARK - ChannelS, K FYR -TV. 12:00

noon Sal.
CHICAGO - Channel 44, WSNS-TV, 9;30

p.m. Sun.
· CORPUS CHRISTI - Channel 3, KllI-TV ,

10:00 p.m. Su n.
DALLAS - Channel 11, KTVT-TV. 1:30 p.m.

Su n.
DOTHAN ......,.. Channel 18 , WD HN-TV . 6:30

p.m . Sat.
EL PASO - Channel 13, K ELP-TV , 1:00 p.m.

Sa l.
EVANSVILLE - Channel 14 , WFI E-T V.

11:00 a.m . Sun.
- FARGO - Channel 11, K TH I-TV , 12 noon

Sun .
* FT, SMITH .- ChannelS, KFS M- TV , 12:30

p.m . Sat.
GARDEN CITY - Channel 11, KGLD-TV ,

1:00 p.m. Su n .
GREAT BEND - Channel 2, KCKT-TV. 1:30

p.m. Sun.
-HATTIESBURG - Channel 7, WD AM·TV ,

4:30 p.m. Su n.
HOUSTON - Channel 39 , KHTV-TV, 3:00

p.m. Sat.
HUNTSVILLE - Channel 48 , WY UR -TV.

5;30 p.m. Sun .
KANSAS CITY - Channel 4, WDAF-TV ,

II :30 a.m . Su n.
· KEARNEY - Channel 13 , K HG I-TV, 11:30

p.m. Sun.
LUBBOCK - Channel 11 , K CBD ·TV. 12:00

noon Sun .
LUFKIN - Channel 9, K TR E-TV. 2:00 p.m.

Sun.
MCCOOK - Chann el 8, K OM C-TV . 1:30

p.m. Sun.
MERIDIAN - Channel 11 . WTOK -TV . 10:00

a.m. Sun .
MIDLAND - Channel 2, KMID-TV , 4:00 p.m.

Sal.
MINNEAPOLIS - Channel 11, WTCN-TV,

9;30 a.m . Sun.
MONROE - Channel 10 , KTVE-TV , 12:00

p.m. Sun .
MONTGOMERY - Channel 32 , WK A B-TV.

3:30 p.m. Sun.
NASHVI LLE - Chan nel 2, WNGE·TV, 6:00

p.m. Sa t.

NEW ORLEANS - Channel 4, WWL·TV.
II :30 a.m. Sun.

NORTH PLATTE - Channel 2, K NOP-TV .
6:3 0 p.m. Mon.

OKLAHOMA CITY - Channel 5, KO CO-TV.
II :30 a.m. Sun.

OMAHA - Channel 6, WOWT·TV, 3:00 p.m.
Sat.

· PEORIA - Channel 19, WRAU-TV , 10:30
p.m. Sun.

ROCKFORD - Channel 13 , WREX-TV, 9:00
a.m. Su n.

SHREVEPORT - Channel 6, KTAL·TV ,
12:30 p.m. Sat.

- SIOUX CITY - Channel 14 , KMEG·TV,
5:00 p.m. Sun.

SPRINGFIELD, MO. - Channel 27 , KM TC­
TV, 5:30 p.m. Sat .

SPRINGFIELD - Channel 20 , WICS-TV,
12 :30 p.m. Sal.

TEMPLE - Channel 6, K e EN-TV, 11 :00 a.m.
Sun.

TOPEKA - Channel 27, KTSB-T V, 12:30
p.m. Sat.

- TUPELO - Channel 9, WTWV-TV. 5:00
p.m. Sal.

TYLER - Channel 7, KLT V-TV , 10:30 p.m.
Sun.

-WICHITA - ChannelS, K A RD-TV . 1:30
p.m. Sun.

WICHITA FALLS - Channel 6, K AUZ-TV ,
11:00 a.m . Sun.

Mountain Time
· BOISE - Channel 6, K I VI·TV , 11:00 a. rn.

Sun.
GRAND JUNCTION - Channel 5 , K REX­

TV, 4:30 p.m. Mon.
· GREAT FALLS - ChannelS, KFBB-TV,

10:15 p.m. Sun.
- MILES CITY - Channel 3, KYUS·TV, 6:00

p.m. Sat.
PUEBLO - Channel 5, K OA A-TV , 9:30 a.m.

Sun.
RAPID CITY - Channel 7, KR SD·TV . 6:30

p.m. Wed .
ROSWELL - Channel 40, K BI M-TV. 4:00

p.m. Sat.
SALT LAKE CITY - ChannelS, K SL·TV,

12:30 p.m. Sat.
TUCSON - Channel 10, KGUN-TV. 11:30

a.m. Sun.

Pacific Time

ANCHORAGE - Channel 13, KIMO-TV ,
6:30 p.m. Wed.

FAIRBANKS - Channel 11, K TVF·TV, 5;00
p.m. Sal.

* HONOLULU - Channel 2, K HON-T V, 1:00
p.m. Sal.

· LAS VEGAS - Channel 8, K LAS-TV, 3:30
p.m. Sat

LOS ANGELES - Channel 9, KIll -TV, 9:00
p.m. Sun.

PORTLAND - Channel 12 , KPTV·TV. 11:00
u.m. Sat.

RENO - Channel 2, K TVN-TV. 3:30 p.m .
Sal.

SACRAMENTO - Channel 13 , KOVR-TV,
11:00 a.m . Sun.

· SALI NAS - Channel 8, K SBW·TV . 5:00
p.m. Sun .

SPOKANE - Chan nel 6, KH Q-TV. 1:30 p.m.
Sun.

TACOMA - Channel 11, KSTW·TV. 11:30
a.m. Sat.
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Four reasons
why YOU
should

RENEW your
Plain Truth NOWI

World events are accelera­
ting at an ominous pace .
Leaders are bewildered, per­
plexed. But The Plain Truth
magazine gives you a real
und~rstanding of the meaning
behind today's world condi­
tions.

The Plain Truth does more
than just explain the problems
- it offers solutions. It gives
you solutions to everyday
problems ot life as well as the
ultimate solution to the dilem­
mas facing mankind.
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The Plain Truth prov ides an
added dimension to man's
knowledge. It not only proves
that there is a God, but also
explains his master plan for
mankind and how it relatss to
today's wor ld.

The Plain Truth reveals the
cause-and-effect relationships
that will help you achieve an
abundant, purposeful life . Yet
you can request a year's sub­
sc ription to The Plain Truth
without obligation. Send your
request today!

USE THIS SPECIAL "PEEL-OFF"
LABEL ON THE ENVELOPE INSIDE
TO RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION.

(See page 14 this issue)
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